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NOTES TO LEADERS

Share these upcoming dates with your group:

1.0n Sunday, 12 October, Tyrone & Nicole Daniel, who
lead the NCMI translocal team with which our church
partners, will be with us for both morning services.

2.0ur next prayer meeting is at 7pm on Tuesday, the
21st of October. Dinner will be on sale from 6pm.
Please encourage your LifeGroup members to be
there.

SCRIPTURES
MATTHEW 13:53-58

53 When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on
from there. 54 Coming to his home town, he began
teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were
amazed. ‘Where did this man get this wisdom and these
miraculous powers?’ they asked. 55 ‘Isn’t this the
carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mothers name Mary, and aren’t
his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 56 Aren’t
all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these
things?’ 57 And they took offence at him.

But Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is not without honour
except in his own town and in his own home.’

58 And he did not do many miracles there because of their
lack of faith.

START TALKING

1.What stood out to you from Sunday’s message? What
challenged you or encouraged you?

2.What has God been doing in your world - what can we
celebrate?

START THINKING

1.When you hear the phrase “familiarity breeds
contempt,” what comes to mind?

2.Read Matthew 13:53-58. Why do you think Jesus'
hometown struggled to honour Him, even after seeing
wisdom and miracles?

3.What's the danger in “doing church” without “being the
Church™? How does this subtle shift impact a church
community?

START SHARING

1.What is something in your life that you've grown so
used to that you now take it for granted (a person,
place, or habit)?

2.Can you identify an area of your faith where you've
become familiar or complacent? What caused the
shift?

3.Have you ever chosen convenience over obedience?
What was the result?

4.Where do you currently feel the tension between doing
what's easy vs. doing what's right in your walk with
Jesus?

START PRAYING

1.Ask for forgiveness where we've become too familiar
with the Lord, and pray for renewed reverence and
gratitude.

2.Pray for consistency and obedience in our daily walk
with the Lord

START DOING

1.ldentify one area of spiritual life (worship, prayer,
serving, giving, etc.) where familiarity has crept in and
commit to approaching it with fresh gratitude and
intentionality this week.

2.Honour someone you've taken for granted: write them
a message, encourage them, or thank them in person.
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If you have any questions or need any support, please reach out to your Network Leader.
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SUMMARY OF SUNDAY’'S MESSAGE

This Sunday, Dusty shared a challenging message on the
dangers of familiarity.

Familiarity blinds us to value. We devalue things because of
familiarity.

In Matthew 13:53-58 we read:

53 When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on
from there. 54 Coming to his home town, he began teaching
the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. ‘Where
did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?’
they asked. 55 ‘sn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s
name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon
and Judas? 56 Aren't all his sisters with us? Where then did
this man get all these things?’ 57 And they took offence at him.
But Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is not without honour
except in his own town and in his own home.’

58 And he did not do many miracles there because of their
lack of faith.

They saw God’s wisdom and miraculous power, but because
of familiarity, they took offence, and God's power was
hindered in their lives.

1. When we become familiar, we move from BEING the
Church to DOING Church

o Beingis about identity - who we are.

¢ Doingis about activity - what we do.
When we are the church, we gather as Christ’'s body. When
we simply do church, it becomes a building, a programme, or
an event. This mentality paralyses the local church because
every member has a function. Scripture says, “Now you are
the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it” (1
Corinthians 12:27).

Doing without being is religion. Being without doing is
stagnation. Being that leads to doing is impact and missional
growth. Our identity in Christ leads to transformation, which
leads to mission. There is space for every believer to function
in the body of Christ, regardless of size or scale.

2. When we become familiar, we move from
CONSISTENCY to COMPLACENCY

Another danger of familiarity is the slide from consistency to
complacency.

Rick Warren was once asked what made Saddleback Church
successful after decades of ministry. His answer was simple:
consistency; daily faithfulness, showing up, persevering even
when it isn't glamorous.

o Consistency = steadfast devotion and daily faithfulness.
e Complacency = comfort without growth; passion without
fire; satisfaction with “just enough.”

A.W. Tozer said that “Complacency is the deadly enemy of
spiritual progress.”

Complacency is when something once extraordinary becomes
ordinary in our eyes, and we stop honouring it. It is not neutral;
it is decline in disguise. Jesus warns the lukewarm church in
Revelation 3 that He will spit them out.

Consistency compounds over time. Like compound interest
grows wealth, compound obedience grows spiritual authority.
The enemy fears what believers do consistently. There are no
shortcuts in the Kingdom, only daily faithfulness.

3. When we become familiar, we move from OBEDIENCE
to CONVENIENCE

Finally, familiarity moves us from obedience to convenience.
Jesus said in John 14:15, “If you love me, you will obey my
commands.” True obedience is not just ticking a box; it is
being transformed into the image of the One we obey. God is
not looking for “good people” but for obedient people.

When Jesus came to earth, He modelled this for us. Sent by
the Father, He humbled Himself to take on human form and
die on a cross. True obedience leads to transformation.

If we only do what is easy, we trade obedience for
convenience. Worship becomes about our preferences.
Service becomes optional. Giving becomes automatic rather
than an act of trust and thanksgiving. Familiarity leads us to
treat the extraordinary as ordinary, and convenience replaces
costly discipleship.

Has Jesus remained Lord, or has He become only an advisor?
We cannot say “no” to Lordship. We obey out of love, allowing
Him to shape our values, worldview, and actions until we
reflect His character.

Familiarity is the silent killer of God’s presence in our lives and
in the local church. It blinds us to the extraordinary grace God
has poured out.

When we become familiar:
1.We move from being the church to simply doing church.
2.We move from consistency to complacency.
3.We move from obedience to convenience.

The antidote is gratitude, humility, and intentional honour for
what God is doing among us. Guard your heart so that what is
precious does not become common. Stay rooted in Christ.
Remain consistent. Choose obedience over convenience.

This is how we keep our faith vibrant and our church healthy,
carrying the fragrance of Jesus to the nations.
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