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NOTES TO LEADERS

We've had a great response to our Nation Changers Month,
through which we aim to impact our local communities. We
encourage our LifeGroups to get involved and take
ownership of one of the projects (some require time, some
need money, and some require both). You can find a list of
projects here.

SCRIPTURES

EXODUS 4:2-5

Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?”

“A staff,” he replied.

The Lord said, “Throw it on the ground.”

Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and
he ran from it.

Then the Lord said to him, “Reach out your hand and take it
by the tail.”

So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it
turned back into a staff in his hand.

“This,” said the Lord, ‘is so that they may believe that the
Lord, the God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has appeared to you.”

ROMANS 12:4-5
For just as each of us has one body with many members,
and these members do not all have the same function,

so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others.

START TALKING

1.What stood out to you from Sunday’s message? What
challenged you or encouraged you?

2.What has God been doing in your world - what can we
celebrate?

START THINKING

1.In the context of Poverty that we see around us, if God
asked you, “What is in your hand?” How would you
answer? What resource, gift, or opportunity do you feel
He's given you?

2.Tim shared a simple framework on Sunday, which
highlights the change we go through.
INFO —» OBEDIENCE — ACTION - REVELATION
Why do you think obedience is such a critical bridge
between information and revelation?

3. In Exodus 4:2-5, God transforms Moses' ordinary staff
into a symbol of divine power. What does this teach us
about the things we often see as "ordinary" in our own
lives?

4. Romans 12:4-5 speaks of the body of Christ having
many different parts. How does this truth challenge
how we sometimes compare our gifts to others?

START SHARING

1.Share a moment when you acted in obedience, even
when unsure of the outcome. What happened as a
result?

2.What's something practical you have "in your hand"
right now that God could use to meet a need of
physical or spiritual poverty

3.What excuse do you most identify with when it comes
to stepping out in faith? (see a list of possible excuses
in the summary). What is one small action you can take
to challenge that barrier?

4.Can you share an example or know of an example of
someone's skill set or gifting being used to impact
poverty?

5.Have you seen or experienced someone using a
simple skill to make a big impact? What did that teach
you about availability over ability?

START PRAYING

This week, pray for:

1.Obedient hearts - we would respond to God's
prompting obediently, even when it feels uncomfortable
or unclear.

2.Revelation through action - ask God to bring deeper
spiritual revelation as we step out in faith to serve and
love others.

3.Bold use of our gifts - pray for boldness to use the
gifts, resources, and experiences God has placed in
each person’s hands to serve the body and meet real
needs.

START DOING

1.ldentify Your “Staff’: Spend some time in prayer this
week and ask God, “What have You placed in my
hand?” Write down what comes to mind.

2. Step Past the Excuse: Identify one excuse you've used
in the past. This week, take a small action that directly
challenges that barrier.

3.Commit to a Nation Changers Project: Whether
volunteering or donating, take one tangible step this
week to contribute to a Nation Changers initiative.
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If you have any questions or need any support, please reach out to your Network Leader.
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SUMMARY OF SUNDAY’'S MESSAGE

Tim shared a challenging message this Sunday in part 3 of
our Nation Changers series.

For the past three weeks, we've been focusing on our
Nation Changers Month, which is designed to activate
members of our community to respond practically to both
physical and spiritual poverty. This year, we aim to
complete 240 projects, raise R1.6 million, and activate
850 volunteers across June, July, and August.

Last Sunday, Steve shared a powerful message from Luke
16 based on the story of the rich man and Lazarus. He
challenged us to live with eternity in mind, and to
reevaluate how we define poverty and wealth, not by
worldly standards but by eternal significance.

That message ended with a call to action, urging us to
respond to physical poverty (needs at our doorstep) and
spiritual poverty (eternal needs of the soul).

This week's message built on that foundation, getting
practical while also drawing out spiritual truths.

Tim shared a simple framework:

INFO — OBEDIENCE — ACTION — REVELATION
Information comes first when we learn about the need.
Revelation follows when the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to
the truth.

But in between those steps, we need something critical:
obedience.

And obedience leads to action, which often produces even
more revelation as we go.

1. God equips the called; He doesn’t call the
equipped.

In the Book of Exodus, we read the incredible story of how
God used Moses to lead the people of Israel out of
Egyptian oppression. However, not everything went
according to plan, and the Israelites wandered around the
desert for 40 years before they reached the Promised
Land. And actually, Moses himself never saw the promised
land.

If we look at the moment when God called Moses, we see
how he responded with uncertainty:

2 Then the Lord said to him, ‘What is that in your hand?’

‘A staff,” he replied.

3 The Lord said, ‘Throw it on the ground.’

Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and
he ran from it. 4 Then the Lord said to him, ‘Reach out your
hand and take it by the tail.” So Moses reached out and
took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his

hand. 5 ‘This,’ said the Lord, ‘is so that they may believe
that the Lord, the God of their fathers — the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob — has
appeared to you.’ Exodus 4:2-5

If we carry on reading in the Book of Exodus, we learn that
the staff was used to turn the Nile into blood (Exodus 7:20).
It was used to call down plagues (Exodus 8 - 10). It was
used in the parting of the Red Sea (Exodus 14:16) and in
bringing water from the rock. Exodus 17 (5-6). It was a
symbol of God's power. The staff reveals how God works
through ordinary means to do extraordinary things.

Just like Moses, we each have a staff: a skill, a resource, a
voice. God wants to use us as change makers. For us to
really make an impact in this country and beyond, it starts
with us understanding that we are living for eternity.
Because God speaks about it, we are able to go and make
a change in this context, in the physical and spiritual
poverty that we see around us.

When we reflect on it, we can see a significant parallel to
Jesus. Just as the staff was used to guide, deliver, and
bring life, so is Jesus our deliverer, our guide, and the
source of living water.

Its really difficult to receive revelation or even act in
obedience when we don't know Jesus Christ. Without
Jesus Christ, there's no revelation. Without Jesus Christ,
we are acting out of guilt—it's a tick-box exercise.

2. Your contribution/gifting is unique - look for
opportunities to use it

In Romans 12:4-5 Paul reminds us that just as the body
has many parts, each with a different function, so too the
Church. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many
members, and these members do not all have the same
function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body,
and each member belongs to all the others.

The gifts are not to build ourselves up, but for the church
and those around us. What has God gifted you with? God
has made us individually unique with a unique gift. Every
single person is created with a plan and a purpose in mind.

We don't need to be able to do everything, but we are
called to do our part. For some, that's giving. For others, it's
serving. Some will go, and others will support. Every small
act matters when it's connected to a greater purpose.

« At Nation Changers, we have two retired teachers who
come in every week to teach adult women to read,
write and speak English. Such a small thing that God is
using that will have a lasting impact because it brings
dignity to those women.
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* Another woman who runs a swim school supports orphans in the orphanages that we partner with, who want to learn to
swim. She has used her resources to build confidence in these children.

¢ The Born Again Centre in Embo supports physically and mentally disabled children. A woman who used to work for a
deaf advocacy organisation volunteered to spend time with the children there, and during this time, she realised that one
of the children was deaf and it had gone undiagnosed. She was able to use her skills to teach that child sign language
and give her the gift of communication.

What skills or giftings do you have to make a meaningful contribution to the physical and spiritual poverty around you?

3. What prevents us from picking up the staff?
When we look at the story of Moses, we notice that he had a lot of excuses:
e "But Moses said to God, ‘Who am | that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?’” Exodus
3:11
e “Oh, my Lord, | am not eloquent... | am slow of speech and of tongue.” Exodus 4:10
e “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” Exodus 4:13
1.
Jeremiah also had some similar moments, for example, when he was called:
6 ‘Alas, Sovereign Lord,’ | said, ‘I do not know how to speak; | am too young.’
7 But the Lord said to me, ‘Do not say, ‘I am too young.” You must go to everyone | send you to and say whatever |
command you.

We may find ourselves giving excuses in the context we find ourselves in today:
¢ The problem is too big
+ My skills are not needed / someone else will help
¢ | don’t have the time
* Don'’t have enough knowledge in that area
¢ |t doesn’t affect me or my family
+ They have made bad decisions, so why should | help
* We are from different cultures, so bridging the gap will be very difficult.

But if we go in with a humble heart, not with a saviour mentality, the gap starts to bridge very quickly, and we start to
establish trust. There is a beautiful story in the Bible about Jesus and the Samaritan woman that illustrates this. Jesus was a
Jew, and the woman was a Samaritan. It wasn't really culturally acceptable for them to speak to each other, yet He bridged
the divide. When he reached out to her, she was saved through the process.

Nation Changers Month is not just another initiative. It's an opportunity for us to put our faith into action. To take our staff and
say, “God, use this.”

Let's not hold back. Let's throw down our staff, watch God transform it, and pick it up again with boldness and faith.
Together, let's change lives, change nations, and be the Church.



