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NOTES TO LEADERS

This Sunday, we launched our Nation Changers Month.
We aim to impact our local communities through over 240
projects. Please spend some time this week signing your
group up for one (or more) of the projects (some require
time, some need money, and some require both).

You can find a list of projects here.

SCRIPTURES

LUKE 3:7-11

7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptised by him
... ® Produce fruit in keeping with repentance... '° ‘What
should we do then?’ the crowd asked. "' John answered,
‘Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who
has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.’

DEUTERONOMY 15:7,10,11
7 If anyone is poor among [you] ... do not be hard-hearted
or tightfisted towards them.

"% Give generously to them and do so without a grudging
heart; then because of this the Lord your God will bless you
in all your work and in everything you put your hand fo.

' Therefore | command you to be open-handed towards
[those] who are poor and needy in your land.

START TALKING

e What stood out to you from Sunday’s message?
What challenged you or encouraged you?

+ What has God been doing in your world - what can we
celebrate?

START THINKING

1.What does it mean to “produce fruit in keeping with
repentance”?
How does this challenge the idea that faith is only
personal or private?
Why do you think John the Baptist connects
repentance with generosity?

2. How do you interpret the contrast between being “tight-
fisted” and “open-handed”?
a.Which posture do you see most often in your own
heart when you encounter a need?
b.What might cause someone to move from one
posture to the other? (Deuteronomy 15:10
provides a big clue!)

3. Why do you think God links blessing to generosity in
Deuteronomy 15:107?
a.How do you understand “blessing” in this context —
is it only financial, or more holistic?

START SHARING

1.Can you share a time when someone’s generosity
made a deep impact on you personally? How did that
experience shape your view of what it means to live
open-handedly?

2.What's one area of your life where it's been difficult to
be generous (time, resources, emotional energy)?
What do you think God might be inviting you to
surrender in that area?

3.Think of something you “have two of”, whether it's
literal (clothes, food) or symbolic (skills, opportunities).
What might it look like to share that with someone who
has none?

START PRAYING

» Pray for hearts that reflect God’s generosity.
« Pray for courage to take action.
« Pray for fruit that flows from real repentance.

START DOING

Looking at the upcoming Nation Changers opportunities, is
there a project or area that stirs your heart? What might it
look like for you to say yes and get involved?
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If you have any questions or concerns around LifeGroup, please reach out to your Network Leader.


https://nationchangers.co/
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SUMMARY OF SUNDAY'S MESSAGE

This Sunday, in the first week of our Nation Changers
series, Steve shared a compelling message on open-
handed generosity that reflects the heart of God.

In Luke 3:7-11, John the Baptist challenges the crowds
coming to be baptised by saying that their faith shouldn't
just be private or symbolic, but should be lived out in
action.
7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptised by him
. 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance... "’
‘What should we do then?’ the crowd asked. ' John
answered, ‘Anyone who has two shirts should share with
the one who has none, and anyone who has food should
do the same.’

What a powerful and challenging scripture. The foundation
of his message is this line: “Produce fruit in keeping with
repentance...”

John uses the metaphor of a fruit tree, explaining that
beautiful fruit is only possible because of the roots beneath
the surface. Those roots are invisible but essential.
Likewise, our root system of faith is the hidden part of our
lives - our connection to Christ, our source of strength,
grace, and peace.

But John says that’s not enough. If those roots are real, if
repentance is genuine, then our lives should produce fruit
that reflects that: caring and sharing, not just recognising
the needs, but doing something about them.

Every year, at this time, we launch a three-week activation
series. It fits in perfectly after our recent focus on the
Gospels, the death and resurrection of Jesus - the roots of
our faith. Now, we move to the fruit.

Nation Changes Month is when our church partners with
our in-house NPO, Nation Changers. Throughout the year,
this ministry supports many local nonprofits, including
feeding programmes, children’s homes, ECD centres, and
more. But during this month, we invite the whole church to
participate and get involved personally.

Last year, we set out to complete 250 projects, raise R1.2
million, and activate at least 850 volunteers. By the end
of the month, we had done all that and more.

John’s challenge to give your second shirt is echoed all the
way back in Deuteronomy 15. God speaks to Israel:

7 If anyone is poor among [you] ... do not be hard-hearted
or tight-fisted towards them.

"9 Give generously to them and do so without a grudging
heart; then because of this the Lord your God will bless you
in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.

Therefore | command you to be open-handed towards
[those] who are poor and needy in your land. Deuteronomy
15:7,10,11

Tight-fisted vs Open-handed:

There’s such an incredible contrast between tight-fisted vs
open-handed. The scale of need can overwhelm us, and
we think, What difference will my giving make? So we
shrink back. But God calls that a hard heart and a tight fist:
....do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted towards them.
Deuteronomy 15:7

But here’s the challenge — God says: Therefore |
command you to be open-handed ... Deuteronomy 15:11.

And the God who commands us is the most open-handed
being in existence.

“For God so loved the world that He gave...” (John 3:16).
He gave His only Son. That’s radical generosity. That's
ultimate open-handedness. And He invites us, as His
children, to be like Him.

Here’s what's amazing: God doesn’t just call us to be
generous, He says: Then because of this the Lord your
God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put
your hand to. Deuteronomy 15:10

I's not just that God is open-handed with us; when we act
like Him, we unlock more of His blessings in every area of
life, not just financially, but in every area.

So, how do we get involved?
This year, we’re aiming to:

e Complete 250 projects

¢ Raise R1.6 million

* Mobilise 850 volunteers

These projects run from 23 June to 15 August, and they
vary:

e Some need your time

e Some need funding

e Some need both

Whether through your business, LifeGroup, or as a family,
we hope you'll see something that moves your heart to say:
“We want to do something. We want to make a difference.”

If each of us does one small thing, together we can make a
massive impact!
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