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NOTES TO LEADERS

1.Please diarise our day of prayer and fasting on
Tuesday, the 4th of February. We will fast for breakfast
and lunch and then meet at 6pm to enjoy a meal,
followed by our prayer and leaders’ meeting at 7pm.

2.We're looking for people willing to lead a 6-week group
for our upcoming “At The Table” series. Consider who
in your group you could encourage to step out and lead
a group for 6 weeks.

SCRIPTURES

1 KINGS 18:24
“The god who answers by fire — he is God.”

1 KINGS 18:38,39

Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice,
the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the
water in the trench. 39 When all the people saw this, they
fell prostrate and cried, ‘The Lord — he is God! The Lord —
he is God!

MATTHEW 3:11
He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

ACTS 2:3

They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated
and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit ...

START TALKING

1.What stood out to you from Vision 2025 or Sunday’s
message? What challenged you or encouraged you?

2.What has God been doing in your world - what can we
celebrate?

START THINKING

1.Read 1 Kings 18:21. Elijah challenges the people with
the question, "How long will you waver between two
opinions?" How does this question resonate with the
struggles we face today?

2.Read 1 Kings 18:38, Matthew 3:11 and Acts 2:3. Why
do you think fire is such a powerful symbol of God’s
presence in Scripture?

START SHARING

1.Discuss the story of the church planter in Germany that
Steve Shared.
a.What stands out to you about his approach to
reaching others?
b.How can you incorporate these steps (heart, home,
group, church) into your own life?
2.God’s fire isn't meant to be contained. What is one
practical way you will spread His fire to others in your
workplace, neighbourhood, or circle of friends?
3.Who is one person you could invite to join you for our
new series, “At the Table”? (Leaders: start compiling a
list of names you can pray for and revisit next week.)

START PRAYING

In your group, spend time praying around these two points:
1.For God’s fire to fall on each of you, igniting a passion
for Him and His mission.
2.Lift up specific individuals you feel called to reach with
God'’s love.

START DOING

God is looking for people with hunger and thirst to fill them
with His fire. What steps will you take this week to ignite or
rekindle your spiritual passion?
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If you have any questions or concerns around LifeGroup, please reach out to your Network Leader.
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SUMMARY OF SUNDAY'S MESSAGE

This Sunday, Steve shared a powerful message to launch
our Engage series. The theme was igniting fire, based on
the Scripture in 1 Kings 18:38: Then the fire of the Lord fell

In 1 Kings chapter 18, we see the theme of fire - not just an
earthly blaze but the fire of God falling. The context of this
verse relates to a time in Israel's history when the nation
was in crisis.

King Ahab and his even more wicked, Queen Jezebel,
were completely godless. In fact, they were turning away
from the things of God. They slaughtered all of the
prophets of the Lord, and under their rule, hundreds of
prophets were appointed to lead false worship to idle gods
named Baal and Ashtoreth. Because of these sinful
actions, God sent a three-year drought on their land as a
consequence of the nation turning away from Him.

This mirrors our present day and age, where around the
world, sin abounds, evil flourishes, there are wars and
conflicts, and natural disasters. Only people are not
worshipping at the altars of Baal and Ashtoreth; they are
worshipping at modern-day altars of self, comfort,
pleasure, money, sex, power, and corruption.

At the time of King Ahab, when evil flourished in the nation,
there was a prophet of God named Elijah. The meaning of
his name was Yahweh is my God (inferring that he had a
personal relationship with God).

Elijah carries out God's commands and summons the
nation to the top of Mount Carmel. From the top of Mount
Carmel, one can see the great, big plains extending all the
way around.

Once at the top of Mount Carmel, Elijah presents a choice
in front of the people. He instructs 450 of the prophets of
Baal to build an altar, and Elijah, the only prophet of God,
builds an altar. But neither is to light the fires at the altars
themselves. Wherever the fire comes from heaven, on
whichever altar it falls, that God is the true God. “The god
who answetrs by fire — he is God.” 1 Kings 18:24

With the nation gathered and everyone watching, Elijah
posed a question that still resonates today: "How long will
you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow
Him." It was popular for the people of that day and age to
dabble in the things of the true God, but it was much easier
to serve the idol gods because it lent into the things of self.
And Elijah says, If God is God, then follow Him
wholeheartedly.

The prophets of Baal called on their god all day - they
eventually ended up cutting themselves with knives as a
way of trying to attract the attention of their gods - but
nothing happened. Then, Elijah prayed a simple prayer,
and Then the fire of the Lord fell ... 1 Kings 18:38

The fire burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and
the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. 39
When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried,
‘The Lord — he is God! The Lord — he is God!" 1 Kings
18:38, 39.

Throughout the Bible, fire is a powerful symbol of the
presence of God - to purify and set our hearts ablaze. In
Matthew's Gospel, John the Baptist talks about Jesus and
says He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
Matthew 3:11. In Acts 2, the early church (the first followers
of Jesus) are gathered waiting because Jesus has told
them He’s going to send the gift that His Father promised.
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated
and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit ... Acts 2:3. There's a beautiful
comparison between the fire falling on Elijah's altar and the
fire falling on Pentecost.

There's a physical fire when Elijah prays, and the result is
that the nation turns back to God and says, the Lord, he is
God, the Lord, he is the true God. They’re not going to be
double-minded anymore — they’re wholeheartedly devoted
to serving God. At Pentecost, it was a spiritual fire. The
believers (timid, uneducated people) were so set ablaze
with the fire of God that within a few short decades, the
entire known world, the Roman world, had the gospel go to
the edges of the empire. Many of them were willing to give
up their lives for the sake of the Gospel. That's how ablaze
their hearts were.

The result of the fire in both the Old and New Testament
was people turning to God!

The same promise that existed in Acts chapter 2 is there for
us today. God's Holy Spirit is looking for men and women
who are wholeheartedly devoted to Him. He wants to set
our hearts ablaze, not just for a day or a month, but for a
lifetime, so that we can follow Him wholeheartedly and that
our passion can impact many other people's lives. So, little
by little, others come to know Christ because of the fire on
us and the fire through us.

What should we do with this message?

1. Ask God for More of His Fire in Our Hearts

God is looking for people with a hunger and thirst inside
their hearts so He can fill them with fire and set them
ablaze for Him!
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There is nothing to be gained from having a divided heart when it comes to spiritual matters. There is no long-term earthly
or heavenly good from wavering. This amazing God who made the heavens and earth wants to take our lives and give us
the fire of His Holy Spirit so we can live a life on purpose and for a purpose. What better news could there be than that?

God desires to set our hearts ablaze not for a fleeting moment but for a lifetime. When His fire touches us, it transforms us
into living sacrifices, burning with passion for Him and His mission.

And we need to steward the fire, that passion, by intentionally spending time with Him daily — which over a lifetime results
in habits that keep that flame burning strong. It's the connection with other believers — being in community — because
there's always encouragement from being around other believers. Over a lifetime of connecting with other believers,
through Sunday meetings and midweek life group meetings, the fire catches, and our faith grows.

2. Let the Fire Spread
The fire of God is not meant to be contained. God’s design is not just to set us ablaze but to spread and touch the lives of
others.

Steve shared the story of a church planter in Germany, which illustrates this beautifully. In a spiritually challenging
environment, he developed a simple yet profound approach to reaching others:
1.Invite people into your heart: Love those around you—neighbours, colleagues, and friends. Pray for them by name
and ask God to give you a genuine burden for their lives.
2.Invite people into your home: Build friendships over meals, coffee, and conversation. A table is a powerful place for
connection and transformation.
3.Invite people into your home group: Share life and faith in a more intimate setting before inviting them to larger
church gatherings.
4.Invite people into your home church: Invite them to Sunday services, where they can experience the broader
community of believers.
And something profound happened... more than 50% of the members of that church are there because somebody invited
them into their heart, then into their home, then into a home group, and then into the home church.

There's tremendous power when the fire of God, His Spirit, touches our hearts. All our insecurities shrink back, and in spite
of those things, we’re willing to step out in faith and open our hearts and homes to others.



