RADICAL FAITH IN A HOSTILE CULTURE
23 JULY 2023
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GENESIS 6:9

“he walked faithfully with God.”

HEBREWS 11:7

By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in

holy fear built an ark to save his family.

NOTES FOR LEADERS

Flourish Women'’s Conferenc is coming up on the 18th &
19th of August. Get your tickets onlne or at the Flourish

Station after church on Sunday.

START TALKING

1.

What stood out to you from Sunday’s message?
What challenged you or encouraged you?

What has God been doing in your world - what can
we celebrate?

START THINKING

1.

In Genesis 6:9, we read that Noah walked faithfully
with God. On a practical level, what does it look like
to walk faithfully with God?

Read Hebrews 11:7. What does it mean to have a holy
fear of God?

Noah was a man who took a stand of radical
courage in a very hostile culture. Can you think

of a time/s when you needed to stand strong in
your faith (at work, school, family etc) when those
around you had a different value system? Please
share.

START SHARING

1.

Noah took a radical step of faith in building the ark.
Reflect on a time in your life when God called you
to take a radical step of faith. How did you respond,
and what was the outcome?

On Sunday, Steve shared that in order to live with
radical faith in a hostile culture, we need to: walk
faithfully with God; understand how powerful He
is; and be obedient to what He says. Which of these
do you find the easiest to do? Which is the most
challenging for you? What practical step will you
take to start working on that this week?

START PRAYING

Our world today is very similar to the culture of Noah's
day: corrupt, full of violence, great wickedness and full of
God-rejectors, living for themselves. A world characterised
by pride and arrogance. Pray that God would use you to be
salt and light in your daily interactions with friends, family,
at work/school etc.

START DOING

Is there an area in your life where you are not walking with
God by faith? What will you do to get on track? Find a verse
of Scripture to help you, and start by memorising the verse.
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SUMMARY OF
SUNDAY'S MESSAGE

NOAH SERIES: PART 1
23 JULY 2023
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This Sunday, we started a new four-week series about an
astonishing man and story in the Bible, Noah.

Noah followed God's instruction to build an ark and save
himself, his family and two of every kind of animal from

a catastrophic flood. Some people are quite cynical about
whether such an event occurred or is just a metaphor.

An increasing number of scientists (both Christian and secular)
believe that the evidence points to a catastrophic global

flood that happened in Earth’s history. Secondly, and more
importantly, Jesus spoke about it: “As it was in the days of
Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.”

Matthew 24:37. Jesus used the story of Noah to teach about His
second coming. If the story of Noah was important to Jesus, it
should be important to us!

Genesis 6

9 This is the account of Noah and his family.

Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his
time, and he walked faithfully with God. 10 Noah had three sons:
Shem, Ham and Japheth.

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God'’s sight and was full of
violence. 12 God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all
the people on earth had corrupted their ways.

13 So God said to Noah, ‘Il am going to put an end to all people,
for the earth is filled with violence because of them. | am surely
going to destroy both them and the earth.

14 So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and
coat it with pitch inside and out. 15 This is how you are to build
it: the ark is to be three hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide and
thirty cubits high. [135m long; 23m wide & 14m high]

17 1 am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all

life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life
in it. Everything on earth will perish. 18 But | will establish my
covenant with you, and you will enter the ark - you and your sons
and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. 19 You are to bring
into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep
them alive with you.

22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him.

Genesis 7

The Lord then said to Noah, ‘Go into the ark, you and your whole
family, because | have found you righteous in this generation.

4 Seven days from now | will send rain on the earth for forty days
and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every
living creature | have made.’

5 And Noah did all that the Lord commanded him.

7 And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered
the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8 Pairs of clean and
unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures that move along
the ground, 9 male and female, came to Noah and entered the
ark, as God had commanded Noah. 10 And after the seven days
the floodwaters came on the earth.

... all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the
floodgates of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell on the
earth for forty days and forty nights.

Noah

A righteous man
Blameless among the
people of his time
Walked with God
faithfully

The whole world
Corrupt and full of violence
Great wickedness

Rejected God

It sounds a lot like the world we live in today: corrupt, full of
violence, great wickedness and full of God-rejectors; living for
themselves. A world characterised by pride & arrogance.

Imagine how challenging it must have been for Noah - not a
single person outside of his family believed in God.

How to live with radical faith in a hostile culture?

1. Walk faithfully with God

“he walked faithfully with God.” Genesis 6:9

Noah was 600 years old - 600 years of walking faithfully with
God through all the highs and the lows.

When we walk with God, He talks to us:

»  God told Noah His plans (to bring floodwaters on the earth)

*  He gave Noah guidance - told him to build an ark

«  He gave some specific instructions (e.g. the dimensions design,
type of wood etc. for the ark) but not all of the instructions
(God didn’t tell Noah how he should procure all the animals?!)

What does walking faithfully with God look like?

a) Surrender - it's me walking with Him. Not Him walking with me.
He sets the pace

b) Listening to Him - by reading His word and hearing His still, small
voice

¢) Talking to Him (prayer)

d) Connecting with His people

2. Understand how powerful God is.

e Creator - He created the whole earth.

» Judge - has the power to judge all the sins of the people.

»  Rescuer - powerful enough to rescue the righteous family and
all the animals.

God is powerful.

By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear
built an ark to save his family. Hebrews 11:7

Holy fear = a revelation of how powerful God is.

3. Radical Obedience to what God says
Noah was told to build something that had never been built before
to prepare for a disaster that had never happened before.

Imagine starting a project like this at the edge of town. People
already think you're crazy for following God and living a righteous
life, now you're building an ark to prepare for a flood that has never
happened before!!

Noah did everything just as God commanded him. Genesis 6:22
... Noah did all that the Lord commanded him. Genesis 7:5

Noah was a man who took a stand of radical courage in a very
hostile culture.

A CITYHILL



