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LUKE 5:1-11
1 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of 
Gennesaret, the people were crowding around him and 
listening to the word of God.2 He saw at the water’s 
edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were 
washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one 
belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from 
shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the 
boat.
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put 
out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”
5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night 
and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I 
will let down the nets.”
6 When they had done so, they caught such a large 
number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 So they 
signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help 
them, and they came and filled both boats so full that 
they began to sink.
8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and 
said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For 
he and all his companions were astonished at the catch 
of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the 
sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on 
you will fish for people.” 11 So they pulled their boats up on 
shore, left everything and followed him.

PROVERBS 9:10
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and 
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

NOTE TO LEADERS
A reminder of our upcoming “Super Sundays”:
1. 2nd of October: Tyrone Daniel, who leads NCMI 

globally, will join us for our morning meetings.
2. 9th of October: Stan & Heather Phipps, who lead 

Glenridge Church in Durban, will join us for our 
morning services, and at 9am, we will be ordaining 
new elders. That evening Johan and Marlise will 
join us for our 6 pm service. They are pastors from 
Johannesburg; Steve will be interviewing them on 
their journey from same-sex relationships to faith in 
Christ and pastoring a local church. 

3. Finally, on the 16th of October, we’ve got Brad 
Huddleston, an author & speaker, joining us. Brad is 
a world expert on the impact of technology on the 
human brain. Invite all of your friends to this event, 
especially if they are parents. 
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START TALKING
1. What was your key takeaway from Sunday’s message?
2. If you could pick any city in the world to live in, what 

would it be and why?

START THINKING
1. Read Luke 5:1-3. Simon Peter was washing his nets 

because he was done fishing (he was probably also 
tired and wanted to get home), but Jesus asked him to 
take Him out in his boat. It probably wasn’t the most 
convenient request for Simon. How do you react when 
Jesus interrupts your schedule or plans?

2. Luke 5:11 says that Peter and his friends “left everything 
and followed him [Jesus]”. What do you think “leaving” 
means for us today? What are some of the things that 
keep us from metaphorically leaving everything and 
following Jesus?

3. Read Proverbs 9:10. How would you define wisdom? 
Do you know any truly wise people that you go to for 
advice? What makes them wise?

START SHARING
1. Read Luke 5:8-11. This story highlights Peter’s 

obedience and God’s supernatural provision. How do 
you think these fishermen felt when this miraculous 
catch of fish happened? What does this story teach us 
about Jesus?

2. On Sunday, Fred said that on a practical level, living 
bigger than ourselves means:

        a). Surrendering our will to God’s will
        b). Recognising that all we have is from Him (and 
              therefore stewarding it well)
        c). Living a productive life
       Which of these seems the biggest challenge for  
       you personally? What first step will you take in  
       that area to start living bigger than yourself? 

START PRAYING
Lord Jesus; thank you that we are a called people. We want 
to be overwhelmed by the greatness and goodness of the 
King. We want to surrender, lay down our lives and live in 
holy fear of you.

START DOING
This week, set aside half an hour to consider these 
questions when it comes to living bigger than yourself:
1. Am I faithfully stewarding what God has entrusted to 

me (time, talent & treasure)? 
2. What privileges and opportunities are in my hands, 

and what will I do with them? 
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This Sunday, Fred Dalais, who leads a church in Paris with his 
wife, Vanessa, shared a message on living bigger than ourselves. 
It’s amazing what can happen when we live for something 
bigger than ourselves - it inspires others to do the same.

In French, there is a song which goes something like this: “Tu 
peux tout avoir Dieu, tout mon petit monde.”  Translated to 
English, it means “You can have it all, Lord, every part of my 
little world”. And in reality, as important as it seems to us at 
times, our little world is really quite small.

And yet, God invites us to follow Him and live for something 
way bigger than ourselves. This happened to Simon Peter, 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee. In Luke 5:1-11, we read the 
account of when Jesus got into their boat: On one occasion, while 
the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he was 
standing by the lake of Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by the 
lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing 
their nets. 3 Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, 
he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down 
and taught the people from the boat. 4 And when he had finished 
speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down 
your nets for a catch.” 5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled 
all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the 
nets…” 

The first thing we see here is that Jesus came to these fishermen 
and stepped into their boat. They had worked all night and 
caught nothing. They were most probably tired and likely 
discouraged. In the same way, He desires to step into our “boat”. 

Simon decided to comply with Jesus’ request, even if he wasn’t 
very hopeful. 6…And when they had done this, they enclosed a 
large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. 7 They signaled 
to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And 
they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 
But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, 
“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9 For he and all 
who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they 
had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, 
who were partners with Simon. 

Something of awe and wonder rested on Peter when he saw 
this. He saw someone way greater than himself … and he said, 
“go away from me … I am not worthy.” This was possibly the first 
realisation that Simon Peter had of the greatness of Jesus - of 
someone way bigger than himself.

…And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will 
be catching men.” 11 And when they had brought their boats to 
land, they left everything and followed him. 

Jesus invited them to follow Him; He invited them to a life way 
way way bigger than what they had before. They would change 
the world. And they had the sense to leave everything and 
follow Him.

When Jesus called his disciples, He said come follow me, and I 
will make you fishers of men. They went from fishing to being 
nation changers. And God is still calling us today to follow Him, 
to live for something way bigger and way more eternal than 
ourselves, our possessions, and our toys.

In Proverbs 9:10, we read: The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom. If you want to live wisely, make good decisions, 
and leave a legacy, there is no other starting point than the 
fear of the Lord. It is not a fear of punishment! But rather the 
wonder of the goodness and greatness of God and the fear of 
displeasing Him. 

It is a recognition of Someone superior, greater, wiser, and 
more powerful, and that leads us to humility and wonder, to 
reverence, to realise that you are very small before the greatness 
of the Lord. It is to put things in their place ... the Creator and 
the creation ... the Potter and the clay.

God wants to put things in the right place. He is God; we are 
man. He wants us to recover a high view of Him, a fear of the 
Lord.

Two Examples:
1. Isaiah saw the Lord, and he was undone… to the point 

that he was willing to volunteer himself to become God’s 
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ambassador … “here am I, send me!” The more we see the 
greatness and magnificence of God, the more we will walk in 
fear of God, and the wiser we will become.

2. Mary Magdalene … an adulterous and demon-possessed woman 
forgiven, loved and restored by the grace of God, followed Jesus 
right to the end, at his crucifixion and became the first witness 
to the resurrection.

The more you experience the grace, goodness, forgiveness and love of 
God, the more you will walk in the fear of God and in wisdom.
The greatness of God and the goodness of God will lead us to lay 
down our lives in surrender and follow Him. We relinquish ”our rights 
and our preferences” for His will.

And the opposite is also true ... the more one thinks of himself as 
wise and autonomous, independent, great, the less he will walk in 
fear of the Lord and in wisdom.
When we read the account of the kings of Israel and Judah, we 
see clearly that those who followed the ways of the Lord brought 
security and prosperity to the nation. But those who thought they 
knew better ended up destroying the nation.

And it’s the same today. Those who pretend to know better end up 
wasting their lives.

Jesus walked in fear of the Lord.
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  Isaiah 11:2-3

So what does that look like in practice?

1. A surrender of our will for His will
Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane was in fear of crucifixion but said, 
“not my will but yours”. The fear of the Lord is submission to God 
... to give up your rights, ideas, opinions, and preferences to submit 
yourself completely to his ways, plans, and will!
A surrender to His word. “Submit your whole mind to the Scripture. 
Don’t think you know better than God’s word. Bring it to bear on 
every area of life. Become a person under authority.” Tim Keller
Isaiah 34:16 says: Look in the scroll of the Lord and read… 

2. A recognition that all we have is from Him - we are mere 
stewards for a season
In Matthew 25:14-30, Jesus gives us the parable of the talents where 
the master goes away, and he gives his servants talents which is a 
sum of money. To one, he gives five, to another two and to another 
one. And then he comes back and asks for an account - It never 
belonged to the servants … they were mere stewards for a season.
In the context of Jesus’ ministry, the sums of money entrusted 
to the slaves are more likely to represent specific privileges and 
opportunities. So, in other words, He gives each of us some privileges 
and opportunities … no matter how small or big they are.
The question is: are we faithfully stewarding what God has entrusted 
to us? Are you ready to give an account to the master?
What privileges and opportunities are in your hands? As a church or 
as individuals?

3. A productive life
The same parable of the talents is in the context of being ready or 
readiness for the Lord’s return. Readiness is not passively waiting like 
the one talent man, but responsible activity, producing results
The servants who received 5 and 2 talents put them to work … they 
got involved in responsible activity, producing results … and they 
received God’s commendation. They were entrusted with more; they 
received rewards and entered into the joy of their master.
The servant who received one talent and hid it (in fear and out of 
security perhaps) ended up suffering loss.
One of the things that stop us from leading a productive life is fear. 
Fear of losing control or our reputation or suffering loss. Some feel 
inadequate; some feel like they don’t qualify. But friends, we all feel 
that way. And I pray that the greatness and goodness of God will 
lead us to get over ourselves and start walking in obedience to Him. 
Moses: “I cannot speak” … God sends him anyway!
Another thing that stops us is pride - not doing things below our 
station. Let Jesus be our example, and let’s take on the nature and 
condition of a servant and get involved.

He is worthy of our everything!
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