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JOHN 14:15
If you love me, keep my commands. 
 

JOHN 14:21
Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the 
one who loves me.

NOTES FOR LEADERS
1. We had a great start to Alpha on Monday 

night! Anyone who missed the first week of 
Alpha is welcome to join us in week 2.

2. Water baptism is coming up on Sunday, the 
7th of August. If anyone in your group has not 
yet been baptised and wants to be, they can 
contact the church at hello@cityhill.co.za to 
sign up.

START TALKING
1. What were you challenged by in Sunday’s mes-

sage?
2. What was your highlight of the last week?

START THINKING
1. In Judges 17 & 18, Micah and the Levite do their 

religious worship in a way that was a distor-
tion of the true worship God was looking for. 
On Sunday, Steve spoke about “Selfianity” - a 
distortion of the true worship God looks for 
from us. Read the five statements he used to 
describe “Selfianity” in the notes below. What 
do you think of the accuracy of that list? Would 
you add any other statements to it?

2. What do you think defines the true worship 
that Jesus is looking for in our lives? (There are 
some ideas in the notes below as well!)
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START SHARING
1. Read John 14:15,21. Are there any commands 

of Jesus that you are not following? (e.g. 
haven’t been baptised, am not committed to 
church community, holding onto bitterness or 
unforgiveness etc.)? What are you going to do 
about these things?

2. Right now, where in your life are you prone to 
selfish worship (based on convenience, your own 
ideas and false beliefs about God?) What is the 
Holy Spirit prompting you to do about it? What 
action are you going to take?

START PRAYING 
Lord God, we read in the book of Judges that Israel 
had no king and everyone did as they saw fit. The 
state of our world is no different today. Thank you for 
the incredible sacrifice You made of your Son to save 
us from the dreadfulness of our sin. Help us turn from 
our selfish ways and worship you in Spirit and Truth.

START DOING
Steve gave us three questions to consider on Sunday:
1. Do I have a high view of the Holiness of God (is it 

something I lean into and appreciate), or have I 
become overly familiar with Him?

2. Do I have a clear enough view of the dreadfulness 
of my sin?

3. Do I have an overwhelming appreciation of 
Christ’s atonement?

Set aside some time this week to meditate on these 
questions and respond appropriately to God based on 
what He reveals to you through your answers. 
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This Sunday, in week 4 of our Lawless series, Steve shared 
a challenging message from Judges, chapter 17 (and 
continuing into chapter 18).

Now a man named Micah from the hill country of Ephraim 
2 said to his mother, “The eleven hundred shekels a of silver 
that were taken from you and about which I heard you 
utter a curse—I have that silver with me; I took it.”
Then his mother said, “The Lord bless you, my son!”
3 When he returned the eleven hundred shekels of silver to 
his mother, she said, “I solemnly consecrate my silver to the 
Lord for my son to make an image overlaid with silver. I will 
give it back to you.”
4 So after he returned the silver to his mother, she took two 
hundred shekels b of silver and gave them to a silversmith, 
who used them to make the idol. And it was put in Micah’s 
house.
 
5 Now this man Micah had a shrine, and he made an ephod 
and some household gods and installed one of his sons as 
his priest. 6 In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as 
they saw fit.
 
7 A young Levite from Bethlehem in Judah, who had been 
living within the clan of Judah, 8 left that town in search of 
some other place to stay. On his way c he came to Micah’s 
house in the hill country of Ephraim.
9 Micah asked him, “Where are you from?”
“I’m a Levite from Bethlehem in Judah,” he said, “and I’m 
looking for a place to stay.”
10 Then Micah said to him, “Live with me and be my father 
and priest, and I’ll give you ten shekels d of silver a year, 
your clothes and your food.” 11 So the Levite agreed to live 
with him, and the young man became like one of his sons 
to him. 12  Then Micah installed the Levite, and the young 
man became his priest and lived in his house. 13 And Micah 
said, “Now I know that the Lord will be good to me, since 
this Levite has become my priest.” Judges 17
 
19 They answered him, “... Come with us, and be our father 
and priest. Isn’t it better that you serve a tribe and clan 
in Israel as priest rather than just one man’s household?” 
20 The priest was very pleased. He took the ephod, the 
household gods and the idol and went along with the 
people. Judges 18:19,20

At first read, you could ask, what’s the big deal? Micah 
seemed to be a religious man, and the Levite (Jonathan) 
had a job being the priest for this guy and later for the 
tribe of Dan. But nothing could be further from the truth! 

God had been very specific in His instructions to His 
people about where and how they were to worship. The 
centre of worshipping God in those days was to be at the 
tabernacle, a tented structure surrounded by a fence. 
At the centre of this tented structure was a small room 
- the Holy of Holies - that could only be accessed by the 
high priest once a year. It was the place where the very 
presence of God dwelled. Outside the tabernacle was a 
place to make sacrifices. God had also been very specific 
about priests serving at the tabernacle, sacrifices were 
only to be made there, and all the Levites were to help 
the priests in assisting the nation to worship God. He had 
warned them against making idols. 

And yet Micah and the Levite, Jonathan, did almost the 
complete opposite of what God had commanded. They 
developed a version of their faith expression that was 
based entirely on:
1. CONVENIENCE – in Micah’s home
2. OWN IDEAS – distortion of what God wanted
3. FALSE BELIEFS ABOUT GOD - “Now I know that the 

Lord will be good to me, since this Levite has become 
my priest.” Judges 17:13

This was essentially a version of religion built around ‘I’.
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Many of us have a version of faith closer to Micah and 
Jonathan’s version than what God actually says in His Word.

Christianity vs Selfianity.
Some key doctrines of the religion of Selfianity:
• God wants me to be happy, so He needs to do what I want 

Him to.
• God is lucky to have me believe in Him, and I will express 

my faith on terms that I determine. I refuse to be 
inconvenienced in any way.

• God loves me the way I am (true), so I don’t need to 
change (not true).

• God wants us to be good parents (true), so we let our 
children lead the family (not true). 

• God is Love (true), and so any version of love (and lust) 
that people feel must be from God (not true).

In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit. 
Judges 17:6 - A fitting description of the Church of Jesus Christ 
today.

What is very interesting about our story in Judges is that 
geographically, the actual house of God (the tabernacle) was 
in the opposite direction to Micah’s home. 

Three things define the true worship of God:

1. God’s Holiness – God’s otherness, uniqueness, pure bright 
shining glory! In the Old Testament, His presence resided in 
the Holy of Holies. No one entered His presence there - those 
who did were struck dead on the spot for treating His Glory 
with contempt. 

2. Sin’s Dreadfulness – There is no way that we’ll ever 
properly understand the extent of sin’s dreadfulness. In the 
Old Testament, you had to atone for your sins by bringing 
a sacrifice, e.g. a lamb or pigeon. You would watch it be 
slaughtered and then burned as an offering to God. We are 
so used to sin in the world around us today that it no longer 
seems dreadful to us.

3. God’s Atonement (an expression of His love) – Atonement 
means ‘at-one-ment’ or ‘to cover’. Through His kindness, God 
makes us at one with Him again. And we begin to change to 
become more like Him.

At the Cross, we see these three factors of the true worship 
of God at their highest fulfilment, when God brings to bear 
justice on His own Son for our sin. Jesus was slain, a sacrificial 
lamb, with the weight of the sin of the world on him so that 
we can be made at one with God again.

Surely, in light of this incredible sacrifice, our response should 
be awe and wonder, eternal gratitude to God for offering up 
His only begotten Son so that we can come into His presence 
in spite of the fact that we started out as dreadful sinners. 

Sadly, so many of us still develop a version of faith that is 
leaning in the opposite direction to what God intended. Like 
Micah and the Levite, Jonathan, we set up our own idols, our 
own convenience, our own ideas and false beliefs about God.

Three questions to ask ourselves today:
1. Do I have a high view of the Holiness of God (is it 

something I lean into and appreciate), or have I become 
overly familiar with Him?

2. Do I have a clear enough view of the dreadfulness of my 
own sin?

3. Do I have an overwhelming appreciation of Christ’s 
atonement?

Are you practising Christianity or Selfianity?
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