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JUDGES 2:10-11
10 All the people of that day died. The children who 
came after them did not know the Lord. They did not 
know about the things He had done for Israel. Then 
the people of Israel sinned in the eyes of the Lord. 
They served the Baals, the gods of the Canaanites. 
12 They turned away from the Lord, the God of their 
fathers, Who had brought them out of the land of 
Egypt.
 

NOTES FOR LEADERS
Alpha starts on Monday, the 25th of July at 7pm. 
Encourage your group to invite friends and family.

START TALKING
1. What were you challenged by in Sunday’s mes-

sage?
2. What generation are you: 
• Baby Boom Generation: Born 1946–1964
• Generation X: Born 1965–1980
• Millennial Generation: Born 1981–1996
• Generation Z or iGen: Born 1997–2010
        What is one thing you can think of that charac 
        terises your generation?

START THINKING
1. If you were Gideon, what would you think when 

God reduced your army from 32,000 to 300? 
Why do you think God wanted Gideon to take 
on an army of 125,000 with just 300 men?

2. Read Judges 6:25-26. Gideon obeys God’s com-
mand to tear down the altar to the false gods 
his tribe has worshipped. What are some false 
gods that we currently fall into worshipping in 
our culture? How do we eradicate them?
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START SHARING
1. When your relationship with God has been solid 

and going well, what are some things that have 
characterised these times? And in the times that 
you have struggled in your relationship with God 
and/or have drifted away from Him, what or who 
has brought you back to Him?

2. On Sunday, Dusty shared that the culture around 
us greatly influences us. In what area of your life 
is culture shaping you more than the scripture? 
What steps do you need to take to move from a 
position of conflict or compromise to a position 
of commitment?

START PRAYING 
This week, pray for all the Alpha invites that have 
been made. That hearts and minds are open to 
learning more about God and the Christian faith.

START DOING
Alpha starts next week (25 July). Who have you invit-
ed? There’s still time to invite others and follow up on 
invitations.
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This Sunday, in part three of our Lawless series, Dusty 
shared a challenging message from Judges, chapter 2. In 
this chapter, we read about two different generations - a 
generation that was and a current generation.
 
Different generations exist today:
• Baby Boomers: Born 1946–1964
• Generation X: Born 1965–1980
• Millennials: Born 1981–1996
• Generation Z: Born 1997–2010
 
It’s obvious that as society and technology change, 
generations change. But we have to live together. Among 
the extreme differences, we still need to find commonalities 
so that we can live together, e.g. respect, integrity, kindness, 
and work ethic. 
 
In Judges chapter 2, we see a generational shift happening…
 
After Joshua led the Israelites into the Promised Land, he 
commanded them to be faithful to God by obeying the 
Torah’s commands, and the book of Judges is basically the 
story of how the Israelites failed at doing this. 
 
Dr Bruce Wilkinson made quite an interesting observation 
around generational shifts and summarised this perfectly 
using three chairs:
1. Committed (first generation) – They knew God 

personally (e.g. Moses & Joshua) and had a relationship 
with Him based on what they encountered for 
themselves.

2. Compromised (second generation) – All they had 
to do when Joshua died was drive the enemy out of 
the land. The battles were already won! But they 
didn’t; instead, they co-existed with the enemy. They 
intermarried with the enemy, thereby taking on their 
gods and their idols. In other words, they “struck a 
compromise.” They still feared the Lord … but they 
also served idols. They lived on the stories of their 
forefathers and now and then would encounter God for 
themselves

3. Conflicted (third generation) – They stopped hearing 
the stories about God and lived without Him. 10 All 
the people of that day died. The children who came after 
them did not know the Lord. They did not know about the 
things He had done for Israel. Then the people of Israel 
sinned in the eyes of the Lord. They served the Baals, the 
gods of the Canaanites. 12 They turned away from the 
Lord, the God of their fathers, Who had brought them out 
of the land of Egypt. Judges 2:10-11 (NLT)

 
By the third generation, they had moved from commitment 
to compromise to total conflict. They were called God’s 
people, but there was no relationship with Him. They were in 
the seat of conflict where they began to worship other gods.
 
In today’s terms, some practical examples of this could look 
like this:
1. Chair 1: committed to church. Chair 2: would love to 

come to church, but busy. Chair 3: You don’t need to 
attend church to be a Christian.

2. Chair 1: bring their whole tithe. Chair 2: God 
understands my financial situation and that I can’t bring 
my whole tithe. Chair 3: tithing isn’t a new testament 
principle 

3. Chair 1: spend devotion with God daily. Chair 2: spend 
time with God weekly - go to church and listen to 
podcasts. Chair 3: seek God at times when in pain, 
trauma or trouble

4. Chair 1: study the Word of God for themselves. Chair 2: 
hear the Word of God from preachers. Chair 3: hear the 
Word of God according to their feelings.

  
In all these generational shifts, culture played a significant 
role in the battle for chair one. As the culture changed, so 
did the moral and spiritual culture of the believers. So, as we 
have seen our culture shift in technology and advancement, 
we too have seen generations shift in thinking, behaviour 
and values.
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 As we study the book of Judges and today’s culture, we can see 
four reasons Christians compromise:
 
1. Indulging our own desires
Watch out for instant gratification, reward and recognition. 
Proverbs 13:12 tells us that hope deferred makes the heart sick, but 
a longing fulfilled is a tree of life. 
Many of us live in chair 2 – we compromise because we live 
in a compromising culture. There is always an easier way: 
quick money, quick fitness, quick marriage, quick love, quick 
relationship, cheats to games, lowered pass marks to education, 
quick careers… Not much in society says – “put the long hard 
yards in and win.”We want an easy compromise, even when it 
costs us more pain, more money, and more time!
 
Instant gratification goes against the very nature of God and His 
Word! We find beautiful words in the Bible like wait, be patient, 
seek, desire, and persevere! This life is a marathon – we’re signing 
up for the long hard yards.
            
When it comes to reward, Matthew 6:19-21 tells us: “Do not store 
up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
 
And as for recognition, the central theme of the Bible is loving 
people - not self-promotion and fame. Not even Jesus sought 
recognition! God opposes the proud and gives grace to the 
humble (James 4:6). To sit in chair one, will require patience, 
humility and sacrifice.
 
2. Ignorance of God’s Word
This was Israel’s biggest problem in Judges - they forgot the word 
of the Lord, and nothing has changed today. So often, the Bible is 
used as a manipulative authority, for self-righteous fame and for 
the love of wealth and prosperity.
Documentaries show people convincing others using the “word” 
of God to give all their money (prosperity), submit to the man 
of God (pride), and engage in sexual acts (pleasure); in our 
own country spread doom on their faces and even Klerksdorp 
produced serial killer all in the name of the “word.”
Because of biblical ignorance, people have been hurt, led astray, 
and given false hope.
 
3. Fear of being “labelled.”
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be 
glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you. Matthew 5:11-12
As Christ-followers, we will be labelled by the world. But we 
should not forget that we have also been labelled as sons and 
daughters of God!
 
We should be proud of who we are, stop worrying about our titles 
and focus on our purpose. Don’t let the fear of being labelled 
keep you in the chair of compromise! 16 For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes. Romans 1:16
 
4. Misguided attempt to be relevant
Beware of preaching that makes you feel good rather than 
preaching that not only gets you into a closer relationship with 
God but snatches you from the bondage of sin and evil and into 
eternal life. A gospel that confronts sin in all forms (but is carried 
in a deep love for each other) must be preached.
 
We are not called to be relevant – we are called to be holy and 
intimate with God. We are called to love others deeply and called 
to a greater mission than ourselves until Christ returns.
We are called to prepare the bride, the church, the person next to 
us, the person you see at the shops, and prepare for the return of 
the Groom. 
 
No chair position is forced on us - we all get to choose our 
position. What’s your choice of chair today?
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