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JUDGES 6:12-16
When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he 
said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.”
“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the Lord 
is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where 
are all his wonders that our ancestors told us about 
when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out 
of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and 
given us into the hand of Midian.”
The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength 
you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I 
not sending you?”
“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I 
save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I 
am the least in my family.”
The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will 
strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.”
 

JUDGES 6:25-26
That same night the Lord said to him, “Take the 
second bull from your father’s herd, the one seven 
years old. Tear down your father’s altar to Baal and 
cut down the Asherah pole beside it. Then build a 
proper kind of altar to the Lord your God on the top 
of this height. Using the wood of the Asherah pole 
that you cut down, offer the second bull as a burnt 
offering.”

NOTES FOR LEADERS
1. Our next prayer & leaders meeting is on the 

19th of July. This will also be a day of fasting 
and prayer for our upcoming Alpha Course. Join 
us for supper at 6pm, followed by prayer meet-
ing at 7pm and leaders meeting at 7:45pm

2. Alpha starts on the 25th of July and runs for 7 
weeks. Who in your group is up for hosting a 
table?

START TALKING
1. What was your key takeaway from Sunday’s 

message?
2. What is something you’re fearful of that would 

surprise those who know you?

START THINKING
1. If you were Gideon, what would you think when 

God reduced your army from 32,000 to 300? 
Why do you think God wanted Gideon to take 
on an army of 125,000 with just 300 men?

2. Read Judges 6:25-26. Gideon obeys God’s com-
mand to tear down the altar to the false gods 
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his tribe has worshipped. What are some false 
gods that we currently fall into worshipping in our 
culture? How do we eradicate them?

START SHARING
1. Read Judges 6:12-16. God calls Gideon forward 

to lead Israel’s army despite knowing his lack of 
bravery. He also knows our weaknesses and need 
for Him. In your own life, what is keeping you 
from stepping out in obedience to God? What 
will you do this week to take one step towards 
obeying Him?

2. Share about a time that you felt ill-equipped 
when God was calling you to step out in faith. 
What gave you the courage to take that step 
of faith? How was your faith in God and your 
relationship with Him strengthened through your 
obedience to His call? 

START PRAYING 
Lord, we know that we’ll never feel good enough 
in our own right, but that You equip us. Everything 
that is required for us to walk the journey into the 
plans and purposes that You have for us is provided in 
Christ Jesus. May we go beyond what we see and feel 
and trust that You will equip us. Give us the courage 
we need to lay down the parts of our lives that are 
not honouring to You. Help us to place You as the King 
of our hearts. Amen

START DOING
Alpha creates a space for you to invite friends and 
family for a conversation about faith, life and God. 
We will be running Alpha for 7 weeks starting on 
Monday, the 25th of July. This week, consider who you 
will invite to Alpha. Create a list of names and pray 
for God to open their hearts to your invitation.
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Judges is a book of the Bible written to both inspire us and 
to warn us. It was one of the darker times in Israel’s history 
when everyone did as they saw fit. The nation underwent 
repeated cycles of rejecting God, suffering devastating 
consequences, and returning to God in repentance. He would 
then send a leader to help deliver them, but within a short 
while, they would reject God again. As we dive into this 
5-week series, we seek to learn the faith lessons so that we 
don’t repeat the same mistakes as them.
 
The book of Judges was set in a time when God had led His 
people out of slavery by the leadership of Moses into the 
wilderness, where they spent 40 years because they did not 
have the courage and faith to take God at His word. After 
the time in the desert, through the leadership of Joshua, 
God brought His people into the Promised Land. One of the 
instructions God had given going into the Promised Land 
is that all of the land was theirs, but they had to remove 
the inhabitants of the land – all the nations that had been 
settled there for so many years. That wouldn’t happen 
in one day but over a period of years. But it was a clear 
instruction from God to His people. As His people moved 
into the Promised Land, they became comfortable, stopped 
honouring the Word that God had spoken to them as being 
the most important, and started getting involved in the 
world around them. And instead of removing the other 
nations from the land as God had commanded, they started 
intertwining their lives with the people of those nations. 
When we begin intertwining our lives with the world around 
us, we have a pull in our hearts towards the wrong things, 
and this is what happened with God’s people. 
 
In Judges, we see a repeated cycle over a 200-year period, 
of God’s people being pulled into the things of the world 
– away from God. As that happens, God raises one of the 
nations that were supposed to be eliminated from the 
Promised Land to oppress His people. As God’s people were 
oppressed, they would cry out to Him, and He would raise 
a leader to lead them out of oppression… only to have the 
cycle repeated when the people got comfortable and their 
hearts were pulled away from God to the things of the 
world. This cycle was repeated seven times in the 200-year 
period.
 
In our natural state, our agenda is at cross purposes with 
God’s plans for us. Our agenda is to provide for ourselves. 
We build up security in our work, relationships, finances etc. 
Our agenda is to become self-reliant and comfortable, to 
have choices. But that is not God’s plan for our lives. God’s 
plan is not for us to get comfortable and intertwined with 
the world around us and start setting our hearts on things 
that are not honouring to Him. 
 
The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that 
lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. 
Let all the others go home.” Judges 7:7. Soon after this the 
most incredible victory took place. God and Gideon, and 300 
men who drank water like animals, won a battle against an 
army of 125,000 people.
 
Gideon’s army was 32,000 strong at the start – they didn’t 
stand a great chance against the 125,000-strong army. 
Gideon said that anyone one who was fearful or uncertain 
should go, and 22,000 men left. He was left with an army 
of 10,000, but God said that was still too many, so God cut 
down Gideon’s army to 300, and they had an incredible 
victory.
 
This God-glorifying victory didn’t just come; there was a 
build-up to the victory.
 
Three areas in Gideon’s life that had to be prepared before 
victory came:

1. Feeling unqualified and not good enough is natural 
when it comes to the things of God
When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The 
Lord is with you, mighty warrior.”
“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the Lord is with 
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us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that 
our ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring 
us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and given 
us into the hand of Midian.”
The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and 
save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”
“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My 
clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.”
The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all 
the Midianites, leaving none alive.” Judges 6:12-16.
 
Before victory came for Gideon, he didn’t feel equipped. He was 
hiding away. We will never feel equipped or good enough when it 
comes to the work of God. He equips and qualifies us for what He 
has in store for us.

2. Before victory comes, God is going to ask us to intentionally 
break down things in our lives that are not honouring to God.
That same night the Lord said to him, “Take the second bull from 
your father’s herd, the one seven years old. Tear down your father’s 
altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it. Then build a 
proper kind of altar to the Lord your God on the top of this height. 
Using the wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the 
second bull as a burnt offering.” Judges 6:25-26
 
Gideon was asked to step out in faith and courage to break down 
something that was
dishonouring to God. There will be intentional decisions that God 
wants us to make before victory comes. We need to be open and 
willing to lay down areas of our lives that are not honouring to 
God.

3. Gideon placed his trust in the Lord
This is what the Lord says:
“Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who draws strength from 
mere flesh and whose heart turns away from the Lord.
That person will be like a bush in the wastelands; they will not see 
prosperity when it comes.
They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land 
where no one lives.
“But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is 
in him. Jeremiah 17:5-7

It’s an interesting contrast: Blessed is the one who trusts in the 
Lord, but cursed is the one who doesn’t. The areas of our lives 
where we are trusting in ourselves or other people or things (i.e. 
where our trust is placed outside of God) will be cursed. 
Gideon did not feel confident or equipped, but He trusted God’s 
Word. He chose to take God at His word rather than leaning into 
what he saw or felt. When God told Gideon he was a mighty 
warrior, he didn’t believe it or feel it, but his trust in God led him 
to move forward and defeat a mighty army.
 
Trusting in God because you have no other choice isn’t trust. God 
wants us to trust Him because He is trustworthy and knows that 
anything else we place our trust in will fail us.
 
God wants each of us to have a “300-moment” victory
God wants each of us to experience a personal victory in our own 
“promised land”. The “300 moment” represents a supernatural 
victory over the enemy that is not possible without God. It 
represents God being glorified in our lives.

But this victory is not possible if we don’t realise that it’s God 
that equips us. This victory will not come if we are unwilling to 
yield areas of our lives to God where they are dishonouring Him. 
And this victory doesn’t come unless we place our trust in God 
and His Word.
 
T.T. Crabtree, a famous theologian, said: “The amazing end result 
of refusing to conform to the world and of experiencing ongoing 
transformation through Jesus is to prove in your own experience 
that the will and the word of God is good and acceptable and 
perfect. You can come to know God by trusting Him and in 
trusting Him, you will come to know Him.”
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