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ROMANS 10:9-12
9 if you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.10 for it is with your heart 
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 
11 as scripture says, “anyone who believes in him 
will never be put to shame.”[e] 12 for there is no 
difference between Jew and gentile—the same lord is 
Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 
for, “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 
be saved.”

EPHESIANS 2:8-10
8 for it is by grace (undeserved favour, love, 
acceptance) you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 
9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 for we 
are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 

do. 

NOTE TO LEADERS
Flourish Women’s conference is a couple of weeks 
away!
1. Ladies, get your tickets! Flourish is an in-person 

experience this year - it will not be streamed 
online.

2. Men, there’s an opportunity to be part of a 
great team of volunteers to serve the ladies at 
Flourish. Sign up online

START TALKING
1. Was there anything in Sunday’s message that 

challenged you?
2. What is the most complicated set of instruc-

tions you’ve ever had to follow?

START THINKING
1. Read Romans 10:9-12. What do you think some 

of the stumbling blocks are for people to come 
to faith in Christ?

2. What is the relationship between grace and 
works according to Ephesians 2:8-10? Why do 
you think it is hard for people to accept God’s 
grace as a free gift? When do you find it most 
difficult to receive God’s grace?
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START SHARING
1. On Sunday, Dusty shared three keys for getting 

back to basics in our relationship with God: 
receiving, simplifying, and doing. Which of these 
comes easiest to you? Which do you struggle with 
the most? What step will you take to get back to 
basics in that area of your relationship with God?

2. There are 7,9 billion people in the world, and 
God relates to each of them uniquely, i.e. in 7,9 
billion different ways! What is your unique way of 
relating to God? When things seem to go off track 
in your relationship with God, what do you do to 
get back to basics?

START PRAYING
Father God, we can never thank you enough for 
sending Jesus and paying the debt for our sin. May we 
never take the cost of your gift or Your grace lightly. 
Father, we want to live confidently, knowing that our 
salvation depends not on our mistakes or works but 
on Your grace. We want to live for You in a way that 
reflects the joy we have at receiving such an awesome 
gift. Amen.

START DOING
The greatest gift we’ve ever received is the gift of 
eternal life through Jesus dying on the cross for us be-
cause God SO loved us! Who do you know that hasn’t 
received this gift? How could you do the “good work” 
of sharing the Gospel with them this week? 

https://form.jotform.com/221303691009043
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This Sunday, Dusty preached a great message on getting 
“back to basics”. It’s in our human nature to take simple 
things and complicate them, and this heart and attitude 
tend to sneak into our relationship with God.
Even the disciples had this problem of overcomplicating 
things - in Matthew 18:3, Jesus says to them: “Truly I tell 
you, unless you change and become like little children, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” While this is a 
scripture about humility, it’s also a lesson on simplicity.

Salvation was never meant to be complicated, but 
somewhere along the way, we’ve complicated things. 
We have made our relationship with Jesus about 
punishment and reward. If punishment is a result, then 
you’re in an abusive relationship. And if the result is a 
reward, you’re in a manipulative relationship.
Our relationship with God is meant to be simple, 
enjoyable and life-giving.  So how do we live a simple 
and fulfilling relationship with God?

THE THREE KEYS TO GETTING BACK TO BASICS 

1. Receive grace – (receiving)
9 if you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved.10 for it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that 
you profess your faith and are saved. 11 as scripture 
says, “anyone who believes in him will never be put to 
shame.”[e] 12 for there is no difference between Jew and 
gentile—the same lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all 
who call on him, 13 for, “everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved.”  Romans 10:9-12 

Salvation is so simple: If you believe, you will be saved! 
There are no hoops to jump through, no qualifications 
to acquire, no references needed, and no background 
checks required - nothing! Just a believing heart.

You can be a murderer, alcoholic, drug-addicted, 
homosexual, depressed, suicidal, poor, rich, broken, 
healed… You just need to believe that He is the Messiah, 
and you will be saved!
You don’t have to change, you don’t have to repent, you 
don’t have to cry or regret - just believe, and You will be 
saved.

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats 
against the lord’s disciples. he went to the high priest 2 
and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, 
so that if he found any there who belonged to the way, 
whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners 
to jerusalem.3 as he neared Damascus on his journey, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 he fell 
to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “saul, saul, 
why do you persecute me?” 5 “Who are you, Lord?” saul 
asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 
6 “now get up and go into the city, and you will be told 
what you must do.” Acts 9:1-6

Repentance isn’t the qualifying criteria for salvation; 
belief is. Repentance is the fruit of salvation. Once we 
are in a relationship with Jesus, we start living repentant 
lives because we love Him… we don’t repent to be loved 
by Him. Repentance is a journey, not a moment.

If we had to repent to be loved by God, then only once 
everyone has said sorry would Jesus have died on the 
cross. He died first for your unrepented sin – for you 
to enter into His presence and from there start living a 
repentant life.

And if repentance isn’t the qualifying criteria for 
salvation, that means that your past then has nothing to 
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do with whether Jesus will accept you or not.

You just have to believe, and grace will be extended to you: 
8 for it is by grace (undeserved favour, love, acceptance) 
you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that 
no one can boast. 10 for we are God’s handiwork, created 
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:8-10

We are God’s masterpieces and need to start living like it.
God doesn’t just love us – he SO loves us… (John 3:16). Don’t 
complicate this truth - it greatly affects how we live. We 
need to stop beating ourselves up about our sin, our past, 
our backsliding, our bad decisions, our huge mistakes… If the 
son has set us free, we are free indeed! (John 8:36).

Romans 8 reminds us that nothing can separate us from 
God’s love, but we put a lot in the way between God and us: 
guilt, shame, legalism, sin…
He loves us. We are His masterpiece and will receive grace if 
we believe!

2. Simplify your relationship with Christ (simplifying)
We need to stop comparing our relationship with God to 
His relationship with others. Just because someone spends 
3 hours a day reading their Bible doesn’t mean we need to. 
There are 7,9 billion people in the world, and God relates to 
each of them uniquely, i.e. in 7,9 billion different ways!

Where are you finding Jesus?
• Shadrach, Meshach and Abednigo found Jesus in the fire
• Paul found him on a dusty road to Damascus
• Moses in a burning bush
• The thief found Him on the cross
• Jonah found him in a fish
• Zacheus found him in a tree
• Lazarus found him in a tomb
Find your unique space and way to connect with God!

How you love connecting with God isn’t important; what 
is important is connecting! Rather than how, ask yourself 
what needs to be in your connection moments (ESPN = 
encouragement, scripture, prayer, next steps). What He 
requires from us is simple: love God and love people.
 
3. Do good works (doing)
We are not saved by doing good works, but we are saved 
to do good works: 10 for we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance 
for us to do. Ephesians 2:10.

This is also pretty simple – there’s no mathematical equation 
in doing good. You simply need to ask yourself, is it loving? 
Does it bring joy? - peace? - kindness? - patience? -goodness? 
- gentleness? are you self-controlled? These are the fruits of 
the spirit – live by them. 

20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 
were making his appeal through us. we implore you on 
Christ’s behalf: be reconciled to God. 2 Corinthians 5:20. In 
all situations ask yourself – WWJD - what would Jesus do? 
If we ask ourselves that question, it forces us to search the 
scriptures for truth and outwork good deeds in the fruits of 
the spirit.
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