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MATTHEW 20:29-34
As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large 
crowd followed him. Two blind men were sitting by 
the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was 
going by, they shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have 
mercy on us!”
The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, 
but they shouted all the louder, “Lord, Son of David, 
have mercy on us!”
Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want 
me to do for you?” he “Lord,” they answered, “we 
want our sight.”
Jesus had compassion on them and touched their 
eyes. Immediately they received their sight and 
followed him.

NOTE TO LEADERS
We’re looking forward to the Easter Weekend! Our 
Good Friday service will take place at the church at 
7:30am. Coffee will be on sale, and there will be hot 
cross buns for everyone!
Frank Rautenbach will be sharing at our three 
Easter services (7:30am, 9:00am and 6:00pm). 
Frank Rautenbach is a South African actor and 
author best known for his role in the SABC2 
soapie, 7de Laan. He also starred in several movies, 
including the Bang Bang Club, Hansie: a journey of 
grace, and the box office hit, Faith Like Potatoes.
Invite your friends and family - we look forward to 

celebrating Easter with you!

START TALKING
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s mes-

sage?
2. Are you energised by being among a crowd, or 

does it drain your “people battery”

START THINKING
1. Read Matthew 20:29-34. Why do you think the 

crowd discouraged the two blind men from 
seeking help from Jesus?

2. Dusty shared that we have to tap into the 
Source to have persistent faith. What are some 
of the ways that we can keep connected to 
Jesus?
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START SHARING
1. On Sunday, Dusty shared that the “crowds” in 

our lives often discourage us from persistently 
seeking Jesus. What crowd in your life is 
discouraging you from having persistent faith? 
What one step do you need to take to push 
forward?

2. The crowd tried to discourage the blind men 
from seeking Jesus. Has anyone ever tried to 
discourage you from seeking Jesus or praying in a 
certain way? How did you remain persistent and 
overcome the “noise of the crowd”?

3. Luke records that the crowd tried to stop the 
blind beggars from seeing, and straight after 
that, the crowd almost stopped Zacchaeus from 
seeing Jesus physically! The blind men were healed 
physically, and Zacchaeus was healed spiritually 
when both saw Jesus! Today, Jesus can heal you 
both spiritually and emotionally. In what area of 
your life do you need Jesus to do a healing?

START PRAYING
Let us be persistent in seeking the mercy and 
transformation of Jesus. Pray for one another’s needs 
in your group.

START DOING
Jesus responded to the blind men with compassion 
and kindness. What person in your life needs your 
compassion today? 
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This Sunday, Dusty shared about the power of 
persistent faith. Life has felt hard in the last two 
years with sickness, death, broken marriages, work 
issues and unemployment, stretched finances etc. 
Somewhere in all the pain, we may have lost hold of 
persistent faith and moved to a maintenance type 
faith.
 
Definition of persistent: “Continuing firmly or 
stubbornly in an opinion or course of action in spite 
of difficulty or opposition”. Persistent faith continues 
firmly and stubbornly regardless of difficulty or 
opposition. It’s not based on circumstances.

In Matthew 20:29-34, we see a powerful example of 
persistent faith:
As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large 
crowd followed him. Two blind men were sitting by the 
roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was going by, 
they shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!”
The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but 
they shouted all the louder, “Lord, Son of David, have 
mercy on us!”
Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want me 
to do for you?” he asked.
“Lord,” they answered, “we want our sight.”
Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. 
Immediately they received their sight and followed him.

What lessons can we learn from this passage on 
building persistent faith? 

The three S’s to building persistent faith: Setback. 
Source. Solution.
 
1. The Setback
Two blind men were sitting by the roadside, and when 
they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, 
“Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!”
The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but 
they shouted all the louder, “Lord, Son of David, have 
mercy on us!” Matthew 20:30-31.

In this context, the setback was the crowd. Often 
through Jesus’ ministry, the crowd was a problem. 
Where there is good news, crowds will gather. But 
just because the crowd was listening to the Messiah, 
it didn’t mean that they were good. Sometimes we 
disqualify the crowd gatherer because of the crowd - 
it’s not a reflection of the person but the experience 
of the crowd.

In the Bible, we see several examples of where the 
crowd was a problem:
• The woman who had the issue of blood pushed 

through the crowd
• The woman caught in adultery was put in front of 

the crowd to be punished
• In Luke 19, we learn that  Zaccheus couldn’t see 

Jesus through the crowd - because he was short, 
so he climbed a tree

• Remember when the hungry crowd of 5,000 
needed food?

• When Jesus was on trial, the crowd cheered for 
Barabbas!

The crowd has always been a problem, and once 
again, the crowd were trying to stop the beggars from 
reaching out to Jesus. But the beggars had persistent 
faith (continuing, firm, stubborn faith), so they 
continued to shout louder!

JE
SU

S 
SE

RI
ES

10
 AP

RI
L 2

02
2

PA
RT

 3
What are the crowds in your life that are preventing 
you from pushing through? Maybe it’s loss, sickness, 
uncertainty, addiction, loneliness, a broken relationship, 
infertility… maybe the crowd said your dream is crazy and 
will never happen? 

Here is the good news… some of Jesus’ greatest miracles 
have happened in the crowd.

The setback is the crowd, but the Bible teaches us that 
often the setback can be our greatest set-up for a miracle! 
When we push through the crowds with persistent faith, 
Jesus stops: Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you 
want me to do for you?” he asked. Matthew 20:32.

In Matthew 9:20-22, we read of the woman with the 
issue of blood: Just then a woman who had been subject to 
bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched 
the edge of his cloak. She said to herself, “If I only touch his 
cloak, I will be healed.”
Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, 
“your faith has healed you.” And the woman was healed at 
that moment.

Maybe you’ve been bleeding emotionally or physically, 
but when you tap into the power of persistent faith 
and push through the crowd, Jesus stops and shows His 
compassion.
 
2. The Source
You need to tap into the Source to have persistent faith. 
We need to have a revelation of the power of Jesus.

Two blind men were sitting by the roadside, and when they 
heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, “Lord, Son of 
David, have mercy on us!” Matthew 20:30. 
The blind men recognise the supreme authority of Jesus 
and cry out to Him out of a deep revelation of who He is.
 
What is your view of Jesus? Some of us have forgotten just 
how powerful the source is. We try to fit Jesus into our life 
when He is meant to rule over our lives. 

Dr S.M Lockridge wrote a beautiful speech, That’s My 
King. When we have this revelation again of our King – the 
crowds become a breeding ground for miracles!

3. The Solution
The solution came with these simple words: “What do 
you want me to do for you?” Matthew 20:32. This wasn’t 
a rhetorical question or a sarcastic question; it was a 
gracious question of faith. (How much faith do you have, 
and what do you want Me to do with it?)

Jesus meets all of us today at our faith level in Him. 
Jesus is the only solution to all things, at all times, in all 
seasons, in all places, for all situations, for all of eternity.

Luke records that the crowd tried to stop the blind 
beggars from seeing, and straight after that, the crowd 
almost stopped Zacchaeus from seeing Jesus physically!
The blind men were healed physically, and Zacchaeus was 
healed spiritually when both saw Jesus! Today, Jesus can 
heal you both spiritually and emotionally. The question is 
simple: What do you want Jesus to do for you?
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