
James 4:13-15
Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow 
we will go to this or that city, spend a year 
there, carry on business and make money.” 
Why, you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that 
appears for a little while and then vanishes. 
Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, 
we will live and do this or that.” 

NOTES FOR LEADERS:
Angus Buchan will be online with us at 
09h00 on the 15th of August. He will be 
sharing a message of hope for us, our 
neighbours and our nation. 

Start Talking
1. As you reflect on Sunday’s message, is 

there anything that stood out to you 
or challenged you?

2. Do you have a favourite place? Where 
is it?

start thinking
1. Read James 4:13-15. James is 

saying that we should find out what 
the Lord’s will is for our lives before 
making any big decisions. Is this 
something that you do as a rule? Why 
or why not?

2. What are the primary ways we can 
seek God’s will? His will is both 
‘general’ (applies to all people, e.g. 
love your neighbour) and ‘specific’ 
(live in this place etc.). How has He 
revealed His specific will to you at 
various times?

Start Sharing
1. On Sunday, Steve spoke about 

having a ‘theology of place’, i.e. being 
convinced of WHERE God has called 
us to and only moving when He 
moves us. Why is this an important 
belief for us to have?

2. On Sunday, we heard that we should 
do everything we can to advance 
God’s Kingdom in the place He has 
planted us (Matthew 6:33)! What are 
you doing to advance God’s Kingdom 
in the place He has planted you?

Start Praying
King Jesus. We submit ourselves and our 
plans to You. We want to advance Your 
Kingdom. Help us be surrendered to You 
and to seek Your will.

Start Doing
Take a practical step to advancing God’s 
Kingdom right where He has planted you 
by extending an invite to someone to join 
you for church online next Sunday.
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3. It will be to further advance His kingdom.
When God calls us to move (or tells us to stay put), His reason will always 
be to advance His Kingdom. The reasons we often give to move (or stay 
put) include:
• Opportunities for our kids
• This place is going down
• Nervous for our safety

God’s will is the safest place for you to be! But because many of us lack a 
deep theology of place, we assume our selfish reasons (e.g. opportunities 
for our children) are God’s reasons for us to move place. His reason will 
always be to advance His Kingdom.

4. It will include meaningful connection to a local church (i.e. in 
that locale or a church plant.)
Throughout the New Testament, we read how precious the Church is to 
Jesus. The church is first in Jesus’ heart. It shouldn’t be last in ours. It’s 
astounding how many Christ-followers place the church last in the deci-
sion-making matrix instead of first when moving place… More important 
than a job, a visa, a passport is the Church!

The best place in the world for us to be is where God wants us to be. And 
when He says move, that’s our cue to move. We should do everything we 
can to advance God’s Kingdom in the place He has planted us!

TALK
IT OVER

SUMMARY
OF SUNDAY’S MESSAGE

In the natural world, one of the ways we identify ourselves is by the 
passport we carry. But there is something way more important than the 
passport we carry, and that is, which spiritual kingdom we belong to. The 
central theme of Jesus’s teaching was this message: From that time on 
Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” Matthew 4:17. 

Last week, in part one of our Sovereign State series, we established that a 
Kingdom was a people ruled by a King. We also learned of three key parts 
to a Kingdom: a King, a people, and a place.

This Sunday, in part two of the series, Steve unpacked the theology of 
“place”. Simply put, theology is our understanding of God and His word. 
Having a theology of place is about what you believe about God giving us 
a place on this earth to advance His Kingdom.

Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, 
spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” Why, you do not 
even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist 
that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, 
“If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in 
your arrogant schemes. James 4:13-16.

“If it is the Lord’s will…” - that is central to being a Kingdom person ruled 
by The King. When it comes to any place on this earth that we’re going to 
live, what is the Lord’s will?

In a broad sense, His will is for us to seek first His kingdom! (Matthew 
6:33)

God’s will is the safest place in the world!

Four lenses to view the place where we live:

1. Where has God placed me?
From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole 
earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the bound-
aries of their lands. Acts 17:26,27. In the NLV, it says this: He set the times 
and places where they should live. 

We could have been born in any country on earth, into any culture, and 
with any kind of skin tone. Yet He chose the specific place and time of 
our birth. When we feel the impulse to move, James is saying we need to 
determine whether it’s our human “itch” to move or a “call” from God to 
move. 

The mindset each one of us needs to have about the place we’re in is that 
God has placed me here to be a missionary in this place! Do you have 
a sense of mission and Kingdom in the place that you are? We should 
flourish in the place where we are planted.

2. He will make a move clear to the earnest seeker.
Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice be-
hind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.” Isaiah 30:21. Many of us fail 
even to ask God, let alone earnestly seek His will. If we are truly submitted, 
then we are fully committed to wherever He places us.


