
Colossians 1:13
For he has rescued us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of 
the Son he loves …

Matthew 4:17
From that time on Jesus began to preach, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.”

Matthew 4:23
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues, proclaiming the good news 
of the kingdom, and healing every disease and 
sickness among the people. 

NOTES FOR LEADERS:
Angus Buchan will be online with us at 
09h00 on the 15th of August. He will be 
sharing a message of hope for us, our 
neighbours and our nation. 

Start Talking
1. Did anything that you hadn’t 

considered before stand out for you in 
Sunday’s message?

2. What words do you associate with the 
word “kingdom”?

start thinking
1. On Sunday, Steve said that Jesus is a 

LOVING and a POWERFUL King. Which 
of these words are most meaningful 
to you at present and why?

2. Read Colossians 1:13. What 
transformation has God brought 
about in your life as you have moved 
from one kingdom to the other?

3. Steve said on Sunday that the 
Kingdom of God is both “now” and 
“not yet”. How would you explain that 
concept to someone?

Start Sharing
1. On Sunday, Steve gave us three 

questions to ask ourselves: 
         a). Do I BELONG to Jesus’ kingdom?
         b). Do I SUBMIT to the King’s rule?
         c). Do I SEEK FIRST His kingdom?
How do you answer these questions, and 
in which aspects are you still a work in 
progress? What does it mean to truly seek 
first Jesus’ kingdom?
2. Two laws govern the Kingdom of 

heaven: Love God and love your 
neighbour. The upcoming  Angus 
Sunday is a great example of showing 
love to our neighbours. Which 
“neighbours” are you going to love 
by inviting them to share in Angus 
Sunday? Make a list of names as a 
group. Start praying for those names 
over the next week.

Start Praying
Father, we want to remind ourselves that 
the Kingdom of heaven is a people ruled 
by a King - You are the King, and we are 
your people. We want to submit to your 
rule and seek first Your kingdom. Thank 
you for being Loving and Powerful; and for 
rescuing us from the kingdom of darkness.

Start Doing
Steve shared on Sunday that a Kingdom is a 
people ruled by a King. This week, take time 
aside to allow God to minister to you about 
areas of your life that are not submitted to 
Him. 
In prayer and meditation, let the Holy Spirit 
shine His light into your heart and show you 
areas where you haven’t submitted to Jesus 
- those areas where you’re still making your 
own rules. Repent for making your own 
rules in those areas and re-submit them to 
the King.

FIND THIS RESOURCE  on our website at www.cityhill.co.za/sermons/



There is a present and a future aspect to this Kingdom.
We are living in the “now”, waiting for the “not yet”. Christ’s first coming brings 
about one aspect - heaven breaking into earth. But the full experience is yet to 
come. In the present, we are limited by sin and fallen creation, but heaven breaks 
in to rescue us from those things. In the present, the Devil is defeated at the cross 
but still has limited power and authority.

In the future Kingdom, there is no more sin. We reign with Christ forever. The Devil 
is completely banished and has no more influence. There is a new heaven and a 
new earth.

We live in a partial experience of His Kingdom, but one day that will become a full 
experience of what it means to follow King Jesus. When Jesus preaches the mes-
sage, “the Kingdom is near”, this is a revolutionary and radical concept. Particularly 
to the people of that time but for every person in history.

He is saying that He has a Kingdom that supersedes any earthly kingdom or tribe. 
(It has people from both of those but is limited by none of them). 

2. People
A Kingdom is “a people ruled by a King.” This incredible King, Jesus,  calls people 
from the other kingdom into His own.

We need to understand that spiritually, there are only two kingdoms: the kingdom 
of darkness and the Kingdom of light. Jesus rules and reigns over the Kingdom 
of light, but the devil rules the kingdom of darkness. For he has rescued us from 
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves … 
Colossians 1:13. You can’t buy citizenship in the Kingdom of heaven - you can only 
get it for free, by forgiveness.

 Darkness:  Light:
 Pride  Humility
 Sin & Death Forgiveness & Life
 Self-rule  Submission

All Kingdoms have laws, but the Kingdom of heaven is governed by two:
1. Love the Lord your God
2. Love your neighbour
If you misunderstand the word love, this can seem very simple, but let’s take a look 
at this by way of example: In this country, if you are caught speeding by a police 
officer, he can charge you with breaking the law. However, in the Kingdom of God, 
the question wouldn’t be “were you speeding?” but “were you driving lovingly 
towards every other person on the road?” In this case, the bar for Love is set really 
high, making it difficult to achieve, but the King helps us achieve this by changing 
our hearts.

You can’t purchase your citizenship or be born into this Kingdom. The only way to 
enter this Kingdom is through submitting ourselves to Christ and asking for His 
forgiveness. Once we’re in His Kingdom, everything changes.

Three questions to ask ourselves:
1. Do I BELONG to Jesus’ kingdom?
2. Do I SUBMIT to the King’s rule?
3. Do I SEEK FIRST His kingdom?

Whose kingdom are we advancing? If we are not being ruled by the King, we are 
not advancing His kingdom.

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given 
to you as well. Matthew 6:33.

Why do I exist? Why does your family exist? Why does your business exist? Why 
does our church exist? To advance His kingdom!

The King takes care of His people. He protects us and leads us. He has given His life 
for us and rescued us from sin. And He is returning for His own.

TALK
IT OVER

SUMMARY
OF SUNDAY’S MESSAGE

This Sunday, we started a new series called Sovereign State. The Gospel writers 
record that the central theme of Jesus’ teaching was the kingdom of heaven. It 
was the central theme of His message, but is it the central theme of our lives? 
Many Christ-followers would be hard-pressed to even articulate what “Kingdom of 
heaven” means, let alone live it out. In this series, we examine why Jesus’ teaching 
about the “kingdom” is all-important to us.

Each year thousands of people from all around the world will spend vast amounts 
of time and effort trying to get a passport/citizenship of a different country! But 
there is much more important in our lives than what passport we hold.
 
From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.” Matthew 4:17

Before this point, in the book of Matthew, we read the record of Jesus’ birth, His 
baptism, and His temptation in the desert. The major theme of His message from 
here on out is the kingdom of heaven.

• The word “Kingdom” is mentioned over 100 times in the Gospels.
• Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among 
the people. Matthew 4:23

• In Matthew chapter 13, seven parables are recorded, most of which begin 
with Jesus saying: “the kingdom of heaven is like ….”

Yet, so many Christ-followers struggle to define the Kingdom.

Definition: Kingdom = a people ruled by a King. (In the same way that an emper-
or governs an empire, and a president leads a republic).

There is loads to say about this Kingdom, but in this series, we will focus on three 
things (2 today and 1 next week): King, People, Place.

1. King
A kingdom is “a people ruled by a King.” The most important thing about the 
Kingdom of heaven is the King, Jesus. It’s difficult to get an accurate picture of how 
amazing and powerful this King is. e.g. British monarchy has at its head Queen 
Elizabeth, who holds no powers - she’s just a figurehead of the monarchy. Similarly, 
the Zulu king and the Zulu kingdom doesn’t have rulership rights over the country. 
But their predecessors, however, had the power of life and death over their 
subjects. They made the laws and enforced them at their discretion. So if you had a 
good king, things went well - if there was a bad king, things went badly.

Then we come to Jesus – “the King of kings….” Revelation 19:16. Christ is the ruler 
and sovereign over all earthly kings.

He is Loving and Powerful.
It is important that we understand the meanings of both words: “loving” and 
“powerful”! 

This is a loving King who is willing to lay down His life for the subjects (and future 
subjects) of His Kingdom. He is willing to put on His head, not just a crown of gold 
but a crown of thorns. He was willing to be hung up on a cross by the people he 
came to save. He was willing to give up His last breath for our sake. He was willing 
to leave the glories of heaven and come down to this troubled earth… for the 
people of His Kingdom.

He is not only loving but also exceptionally powerful! We read in the Bible that 
King Jesus will one day judge the entire world. We can so easily get caught up in 
day-to-day stuff that we lose sight of this fact! He is the Rider on the white horse. 
He is seated on the throne and wears the crown of glory. He has all power, all 
knowledge, and this King is present everywhere. His power has never been under 
threat, and He reigns supreme. Nothing and no one can stand in His way.
He created the world with the word of His mouth, and He will wrap up everything 
at the end of the age. All things were created by Him and for Him. He is before all, 
and in Him, all things hold together. No wonder heaven adores Him and worships 
Him.


