
Luke 15:10
‘In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing 
in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents.’

NOTE TO LEADERS:
On Sunday the 27th of September, Joseph 
Fa’afiu will be sharing in our online service. 

Joseph, together with his wife Lydia, leads 
The Gate church, in Auckland New Zealand. 
He preached at CityHill Church  in 2018 
and it is great to have him preach for us 
again. 

Joseph is also a storyteller, motivational 
speaker and founder of HopeWalk: Suicide 
Awareness and Prevention Movement, 
Joseph Fa’afiu. To

Start Talking
1. What was your biggest takeaway from 

Sunday’s message?
2. Have you ever had a “near-miss” that 

you thought might have been an 
angel’s intervention? to childhood 
adventures or mishaps?

start Thinking
1. Was there anything in Steve’s 

message that surprised you, or that 
you hadn’t thought about before in 
relation to angels?

2. Read Luke 15:10. What does this 
verse tell you about how special 
someone’s salvation is to God and His 
holy angels? Have you ever thought 
of it in this way?

3. As angels stand in God’s presence, 
they are moved to worship Him! What 
emotions do you think they feel as 
they praise Him? 

Start Sharing
1. Steve mentioned that we should 

respond to God with worship! What 
are some ways that you find it easiest 
to worship (e.g. places, experiences, 
etc.)? How can you grow in worship?

2. Do not forget to show hospitality 
to strangers, for by so doing some 
people have shown hospitality to 
angels without knowing it. Hebrews 
13:2. Can you think of a really 
memorable moment when someone 
showed you love through hospitality? 
Have you ever had an opportunity to 
show hospitality to a stranger? How 
can you grow in this?

Start Praying
Is there anyone in the group who feels that 
it has been a long time since they felt awe 
and wonder in the presence of God, or who 
has never felt that way before? Set aside 
some time to pray as a group for a deep 
revelation of the glory of God.

Start Doing
Steve ended his message by reminding 
us that, although angels are an interesting 
topic of study, our focus should stay on God. 
Is there anything in your life that has been 
taking your focus away from God recently? 
How can you find a moment to refocus in 
the middle of your daily routine? Choose 
one thing to put into practice over the next 
seven days. 

FIND THIS RESOURCE  in our app, on our website at www.cityhill.co.za/sermons/



mean that angels are invisible humans or have humans inside them - 
they are completely different creatures. They are in a different dimen-
sion, they have no gender, they do not marry, and we do not become 
angels when we die. We will gain new, resurrection bodies, and angels 
will still be angels. 

5. Angels are very powerful!  
2 Thessalonians 1:7 says that Jesus will appear “in blazing fire with 
his powerful angels,” and many stories in the Bible demonstrate their 
power.

6. Angels are immortal (will live forever) 
We see this in Psalm 148 which we read earlier, and in Luke 20:36

7. Angels are joyful 
Job 38:7 tells us the angels “shouted for joy” at the time of creation, 
and Luke 15:10 states, “In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in 
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” The 
angels are filled with joy when any of us puts our faith in Christ! 
In Revelation 19:6-7, we also see the angels rejoicing at the end of the 
age, at the wedding supper of the Lamb. 

B. Are there different kinds of angels?
Actually, yes! The Bible mentions a few different types of angels: 

1. Archangels or “chief angels” are mentioned twice -  … the 
voice of the archangel … (1 Thessalonians 4:16) and … the archangel 
Michael, … (Jude 9)

Only two angels are named in the Bible: Michael is mentioned as an 
archangel, and Gabriel is named and might be an archangel, but it 
is not directly referenced. He is the angel who appeared to Mary and 
Elizabeth and brought many big announcements from God. We are not 
told how many archangels there are.

2. Cherubim (one cherub, many cherubim)
 These angels are mentioned over 90 times in the Old Testament and 
once in the new, and are the guardians of the holiness of God! They 
were placed at the entrance to the Garden of Eden when Adam and 
Eve were driven out, to prevent them from returning. It is also cheru-
bim who represent God’s holy presence on the cover of the Ark of the 
Covenant. There is no description of what they look like, but the Bible 
usually represents cherubim as creatures with wings.

3. Seraphim 
There is only one definite reference to seraphim in the Bible, in Isaiah 
6:2-3: Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings 
they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two 
they were flying.  And they were calling to one another:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his 
glory.”

TALK
IT OVER

SUMMARY
OF SUNDAY’S MESSAGE

This Sunday, in week 3 of our Big Questions series, Steve took a Biblical 
look at a subject which fascinates many Christ-followers and non-Chris-
tians alike. He asked what the Bible says about angels. In this series, we 
have looked at what happens when we die, why God allows suffering, 
and next week we will look at the Biblical truth about demons and the 
devil.

Culturally, there is a huge amount of interest in the paranormal or 
supernatural, so it is very important for us to have an idea of what the 
Bible teaches about both good and fallen angels. A great resource on 
this and many other subjects is Rodman Williams’ “Renewal Theology.”

References to angels occur 283 times in total in the Bible- 114 of these 
are in the Old Testament, and 169 in the New Testament. The Greek 
word used for angel is “angelos,” which can be directly translated as 
“messenger” - so angels are messengers of God. 

A. What are angels like?
The Bible speaks much more about angels’ actions than their nature. 
It seems that God did not want us to focus too much on the details of 
what they are like, but we can see some things in the Bible.

1. They are created by God - just like humans.
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly hosts.
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for at his command they were 
created, and he established them for ever and ever— he issued a decree 
that will never pass away. Psalm 148:1-6.

Paul says, in Colossians 1:15-16, “ For in him all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through 
him and for him.” The “thrones, powers, rulers and authorities,” here 
refers to angels. We don’t get any details as to when or how they were 
made, but we know that God made them. 

2. Because angels are made by God, we know they are finite 
– only God is infinite. Angels don’t have all power, they can only be 
in one place at once, they do not have all knowledge, and of course, 
they are never to be worshipped as the angel tells John in Revelation 
22:8-9.

3. Angels are moral beings. 
“And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but aban-
doned their proper dwelling—these he has kept in darkness, bound with 
everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.” Jude 6. Here we see 
angels choosing incorrectly, not to follow God, resulting in their being 
holy and unholy angels. We will speak more about this in week four of 
this series.

4. Angels are spirit beings. 
Hebrews 1:14 refers to angels as “ministering spirits,” which means 
they do not have physical bodies - they are spirit beings who live in the 
spirit realm, where God exists. Having said that, God does allow angels 
to take on human form when interacting with humans. This does not 



an incredible Saviour! How much more should our hearts be filled with 
reverence, worship and awe towards this amazing God! 

3. With hospitality
Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some peo-
ple have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. Hebrews 13:2

A final note: We speak about angels to understand how they fit in the 
Biblical picture, but we should not run after angels, and we should 
never worship them! The Bible tells us, “Satan himself masquerades as 
an angel of light.” (2 Corinthians 11:14). Our focus should be on Jesus, 
and He will send His angels, on our behalf, when He chooses. 

The cherubim and seraphim have a close place to God’s throne, related 
to His holiness and glory, and they constantly shout His praise. 

4. Others   
 “…thrones or powers or rulers or authorities…” Colossians 1:16 seems 
to represent several different categories of angels, but we are not given 
details about this. (also Ephesians 1:21) 

C. What do angels do?
There are two main activities of angels in the Bible, and both are 
ordered by God. Angels always function in His presence or on a mission 
from Him and are never commanded by people. 

1. Praise & Worship  
Revelation 5:11, 12: Then I looked and heard the voice of many 
angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand 
times ten thousand (This is a Biblical way of saying “more than anyone 
can count!”. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders.  In a loud voice they were saying: ‘Worthy is the Lamb, who 
was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and 
honour and glory and praise!’

2. Carry out God’s Will 
a. Communicate – angels pass on messages, interpret God’s word, 
or point the way for His people. We see regular angelic appearances to 
announce things to God’s people, like Gabriel announcing the birth of 
Jesus & John the Baptist, or the angel who gave the Revelation to John.

b. Minister – Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those 
who will inherit salvation? Hebrews 1:14
We don’t know exactly how angels minister, but we know that God is 
the one who sends out this angelic army on our behalf when and how 
He chooses to. In Matthew 4:11, and again Luke 22:42 in the garden of 
Gethsemane, angels ministered to Jesus and brought him strength...

c. Protect & Deliver - For he [God] will command his angels concern-
ing you to guard you in all your ways; they will lift you up in their hands, 
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. Psalm 91:11,12

d. Execution of Divine Judgment - In 2 Kings 19:35, as the Assyri-
an army tries to kill the Israelites, we read: “ That night the angel of the 
Lord went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand in 
the Assyrian camp. When the people got up the next morning—there 
were all the dead bodies!” This is the judgment of God being adminis-
tered through an angel.

At the end of the age, Jesus said that angels, like God’s harvesters, will 
have a sifting role.

D. How should we respond?

1. With awe & wonder – God is amazing! 
He created these unique beings - seeing how incredible the angels are 
should lead us to see how incredible God is, who created and com-
mands them! He sends them to help us – WOW – what an incredible 
Father. Studying angels should not lead us to worship angels, but to 
worship our incredible God! 

2. With worship
Angels are standing in the presence of God, and the thing that comes 
most naturally to them is praise and worship. If angels, who cannot 
receive salvation, but who Peter tells us, “long to look into these 
things,” worship Him, then how much more should we, who have not 
only looked into but received, salvation by the grace of God! Angels 
could see that Jesus came to earth as a man and died on the cross, but 
there is no angel who has been forgiven and adopted into God’s family. 
Angels long to look into these things, but we get to live in the rescue of 


