
ROMANS 8:28
And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who[i] have 
been called according to his purpose.

NOTE TO LEADERS:
• This Sunday, the 13th of September, 

we will start broadcasting our services 
from the Church building at 9am. 
This means that the weekly video will 
only be available on YouTube and 
Facebook from 9am onwards. (The 
pre-recorded video can also still be 
downloaded from our website via 
WeTransfer.)

• There will be a drive-through 
communion and coffee from 
10:30am to 12:00 on Sunday.

Start Talking
1. What was your key takeaway from this 

Sunday’s message?
2. Do you have any scars that bear 

testimony to childhood adventures or 
mishaps?

start Thinking
1. As parents, it is difficult to watch our 

kids suffer. How do you think the 
heart of God reacts to our suffering?  

2. Read Romans 8:28. What about this 
verse speaks to you?

Start Sharing
1. Have you been through suffering? 

What role did faith play in your time 
of suffering? How has having hope 
in Christ brought you comfort and 
courage during times of suffering?

2. On Sunday, Ed said that “A wound 
holds agony, a scar holds testimony.” 
Do you have a “scar” that bears 
testimony to suffering in your life? 
How has your testimony brought 
glory to God?

Start Praying
Is there anyone in this meeting who is 
currently suffering? Life group leader - offer 
to pray as a group for that person/those 
people...“May the Who overpower the why. 
may He turn your wounds to scars and your 
agony to testimony.”.

Start Doing
1. Who do you know that is suffering? 

How can you pray for them and be an 
encouragement to them this week?

2. Who are you going to share Sunday’s 
message with?

FIND THIS RESOURCE  in our app, on our website at www.cityhill.co.za/sermons/



revelation of Who God is, whereas before this moment of suffering he 
had lived on the rumours of God.
 
It’s much like what Paul says in Philippians 4:11-13... Not that I speak 
in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be con-
tent: I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere 
and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both 
to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me. (NKJV). They approached God with the “why?”; God 
turned the question into a “Who?”.
 
2. Conversation between Pontius Pilate and Jesus
There are six chapters across the four Gospels dedicated to this 
important conversation. Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor of the 
province of Judea. He was known to be a cruel, unsympathetic man 
without compassion. 

Pilate starts off very confident and nonchalant - like it’s just another day 
of dealing with matters of governance - and he ends up disturbed and 
afraid. It was the words, the gaze, and most of all, the silence of Jesus 
that was his undoing. 

The Jewish leaders presented Jesus as an anti-government person, say-
ing He claims to be a King. Pilate asks Jesus if He is a king, and Jesus 
replies that He is. Pilate says he sees no reason to charge Jesus. (John 
18:33-38). But the Jewish priests and leaders continue to argue that 
Jesus should be charged. And Jesus says nothing but keeps His com-
posure… this is the beginning of Pilate’s undoing. Eventually, Pilate 
presents Jesus to the crowd who are calling for Jesus to be crucified 
and gives them the option of Barabbas or Jesus. The name “Barabbas”, 
means a son of a father, yet Jesus is THE SON of THE FATHER. Jesus is 
God in the flesh, divinely holy and without blemish. Pilate is convinced 
that the crowd will choose Jesus. But the crowd chooses Barabbas. 
Pilate had Jesus flogged. 

Jesus comes back tortured, broken, naked, stripped, mocked and 
crowned with thorns and the leaders say to Pilate: “We have a law, 
and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to be the 
Son of God.” Even more disturbed by this, Pilate takes Jesus aside and 
asks: “Where do you come from?” (John 19:9), but Jesus gave him no 
answer. Eventually, Pilate goes out and takes his seat on the stone of 
Gabbatha (the judgement seat), and he has to make a decision. The 
crowd is screaming for Jesus to be crucified, and Pilate argues that 
Jesus is their King. Pilate’s wife even sends a message about a dream 
she had, telling him to have nothing to do with the crucifixion of Jesus 
because He is innocent. Pilate is in turmoil, he turns away and washes 
his hands, and then, “wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released 
Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be 
crucified.” Mark 15:15. 

Two conversations in the Bible, where men were desperate for answer 
to the question “why does God allow suffering?”. 

[Cont...]

TALK
IT OVER

SUMMARY
OF SUNDAY’S MESSAGE

In our current series, BIG QUESTIONS, we look at what the Bible teaches 
about important subjects. This Sunday, Ed Strong explored a question 
that many of us have asked: “Why does God allow suffering?” 

For some, the message will bring understanding and clarity, and for 
others, we pray it will bring healing.

For centuries, great theologians have tried to explain why God allows 
suffering. They speak about the fact that the gift of free will carries with 
it great responsibility; they speak of the sovereignty of God; and that 
an eternal perspective changes everything - hindsight (or a retrospec-
tive perspective) does change things.

In exploring this question, Ed looked at two conversations that men 
had with God when they were really struggling with issues:

1. A conversation Job has with God
Job who was a righteous man. Things were going really well for him, 
and then God allowed suffering to come his way… and evil just ran 
rampant in his life. For almost 37 chapters we read about Job and his 
friends discussing the “why?” - why it is that God allowed the suffering. 
His friends perspective is a very simplistic view of the Justice of God: 
obedience leads to blessing; sin leads to tragedy; therefore, Job must 
have done something wrong. Job argues that he is innocent (a right-
eous person) and so he’s standing before God saying I’m a righteous 
person, what my friends are saying doesn’t add up. Please explain to 
me why I’m in this predicament. As the conversation progresses, Job 
gets more and more arrogant in the presence of God, and his friends 
get more and more adamant that he’s done something wrong. 

In chapter 38, after their rambling and questioning, God breaks in 
with a ‘clap of thunder’, and we hear Him speak for the first time: Then 
the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm. Job 38:1. Their questions had 
all been about “why”, but the first word God speaks into the situation 
is not a “why” but a “Who”: “Who is this that obscures my plans with 
words without knowledge?“ Job 38:2. (The Message translation puts 
it like this: “Why do you confuse the issue?” Job 38:2). God inter-
rupts with a ‘clap of thunder’, but consider the tone with which God 
responds… After He breaks into their conversation, God takes Job on 
a virtual tour of creation by asking question after question that shows 
His sovereignty… (Job 38:12 - Job 40:2). God is in a place where He’s 
asking Job to answer Him, rather than He answer Job.

And Job’s response is beautiful! He says: “I am unworthy—how can I 
reply to you? I put my hand over my mouth. I spoke once, but I have no 
answer— twice, but I will say no more. Job 40:4-5. In other words, Job 
had all these questions and wanted answers, but as God revealed Him-
self, Job is humbled and has nothing left to say. And as God continues 
to reveal the extent of His majesty and power through creation, Job’s 
response is: “I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can 
be thwarted. You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without 
knowledge?’ Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too 
wonderful for me to know... My ears had heard of you but now my eyes 
have seen you.”  Job 42:2-3&5. It’s like a light goes on and Job has 



Then Simeon says a word just to Mary: … And a sword will pierce your 
own soul too.” Luke 2:34 (as she watches the life of her Son).

What is the difference between a wound and a scar?
Both are the result of a sword. A wound holds agony; a scar holds 
testimony. We don’t know how long it takes for wounds to turn to scars, 
for the agony to turn to testimony. But we do know that God will heal 
our wounds and He will use our scars. 

All power and absolute love are combined together in the heart of God. 
And when the heart of God gets hold of your suffering, He redeems, 
and the glory of the latter is always more than the glory of the former. 

The Bible says that in heaven, there will be no tears - that is true - but 
heaven is not devoid of scars. Jesus is in heaven as a Lamb that was 
slain. When he appeared to the 12, He showed them His hands and His 
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. John 20:19. 
There are no wounds in heaven, but there are scars that testify to the 
power, goodness, grace and salvation of God.

Some have experienced, or are currently experiencing, extreme suffer-
ing… What do we say to them?

 1.Don’t ever let suffering draw you away from God, but 
always let it push you towards Him.
Don’t allow suffering to make you insensitive to God, or to others, but 
allow it to make you more sensitive. Suffering surrendered makes you 
more able to love - both God and your fellow man. 

2. Nearly every inspirational person has suffered.
The story of Simeon in Luke chapter 2 where Mary and Joseph take lit-
tle Jesus to be circumcised, at the sight of the child, Simeon exclaims: 
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your 
servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have 
prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and the glory of your people Israel.” Luke 2:29-32. Mary and Joseph 
marvelled at these words. But then Simeon goes on to say: “This child 
is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be 
a sign that will be spoken against so that the thoughts of many hearts 
will be revealed.” Luke 2:34-35. The first part of what Simeon said was 
glorious, but the second part was of the suffering to come - where the 
body of Jesus would be broken beyond human recognition.

They say the higher the order of life, the more capacity there is to feel 
pain and suffering. So humans feel much more pain and suffering 
than insects. Jesus is the highest form of life, and if that theory holds 
true, the capacity Jesus had to suffer was immeasurably, indescribably, 
more than ours. Yet it is near impossible to describe in words what the 
suffering of Jesus would accomplish. Isaiah 53 says of Jesus that He 
would see the result of the anguish of His soul and be satisfied.


