
ROMANS 4:7-8
‘Blessed are those whose transgressions are 
forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord will 
never count against them.’ 
(quoting Psalm 32:1,2)

Acts 10:43
All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.’

Ephesians 1:7-8
In him we have … the forgiveness of sins, 
in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 
that he lavished on us.

NOTE TO LEADERS:
1. Due to popular demand, we’ll be 

adding a fourth Sunday service at 
10:30 from next Sunday. Please 
remember to book your seat. We will 
continue to live stream our 9:00am 
service.

2. Our next prayer meeting is at 6:00pm 
on Tuesday, the 13th of October. There 
will be an on-site meeting (booking is 
essential), and we will also live stream 
the service to YouTube and Facebook.

Start Talking
1. What insight or observation from 

Sunday’s message did you find to be 
most helpful?

2. What did your upbringing teach you 
about forgiveness? Tell a story if you 
can.

start Thinking
1. When you hear the word “forgive,” 

what do you think about? What does 
forgiveness mean to you?

2. Read Ephesians 1:7-8. God is 
overflowing with goodness and 
kindness that results in offering us 
forgiveness. How does this help us 
take comfort in Him?

Start Sharing
1. Have you ever done something 

where you really struggled to accept 
forgiveness from God? What was 
the catalyst that eventually led you 
to accept His forgiveness? Would 
you like to share your story with the 
group?

2. On Sunday, Steve said we should:
         a. Receive God’s forgiveness
         b. Celebrate God’s forgiveness
         c. Live in God’s forgiveness
         Which of these comes easiest to you?  
         Which do you find most difficult to 
         do? What is one thing you can start  
         doing to work on receiving/ 
         celebrating/living in God’s  
         forgiveness?

Start Praying
1. It was incredible to be able to meet 

together again in our church building 
after six months of lockdown. While 
we haven’t been able to physically 
meet together, God has not been in 

lockdown and is still working miracles 
and building His Kingdom. Spend a 
moment celebrating God and all He 
has done and is doing in your lives.

2. Is there anyone with a situation in your 
life right now where you are finding 
it difficult to accept forgiveness from 
God? How can we pray for you?

Start Doing
On Sunday, Steve shared a quote by 
Holocaust survivor, Corrie ten Boom: “When 
we confess our sins, God casts them into the 
deepest ocean, gone forever. . . . I believe 
God then places a sign out there that says 
No Fishing Allowed.” Are you guilty of 
fishing in the spot where that “No Fishing 
Allowed” sign has been placed? (i.e. are you 
holding on to the false belief that God can’t 
possibly forgive you for some sin in your 
life? God wants you to allow His forgiveness 
to set you free! Spend time in prayer and 
meditation this week, ask God to minister to 
your soul and teach you how to accept His 
forgiveness.
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was on her way to school. He allegedly took her at gunpoint then raped 
her, murdered her and burned her body at a farm in Magaliesberg. When 
they caught Johannes Steyn, it was discovered that he had attacked 11 
girls over a period of three years. All of them were between the ages of 
11 and 18. He was charged with two counts of murder, 11 counts of rape, 
ten counts of sexual assault, ten counts of kidnapping, 1 of attempted 
kidnapping and two of assault.

Imagine that you’re now in court and the defendant is proved guilty (Jo-
hannes was found guilty beyond a reasonable doubt on 33 of the charges). 
The judge gets up and says: “Is there anything you would like to say?” and 
the defendant says: “Well I’m really sorry. Please forgive me. I want to go 
free and be at home with my wife and my son.” (You’ve got the family of 
the murdered person all sitting there).  What kind of judge would say: 
“That’s fine. Glad you are sorry. You can go home.”? 

We all know it deserves a just sentence. You can’t just do stuff like that and 
get away with it. For God to ignore sin would be sinful in itself - it’s like 
saying, “why can’t we all just ignore the murder, rape and corruption hap-
pening in the world today”. Even as sinners, we want justice in the world. 
God is perfectly holy, just and righteous.

At some level, we are all ‘Johannes Steyn’. At the heart of his crimes was 
self-centredness. And worst of all we are helpless against it. We can no 
more stop being sinners than we can stop breathing.

3. Christ’s sacrifice is almost beyond belief.
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might be-
come the righteousness of God. - 2 Corinthians 5:21. All of our sin placed 
on Christ. Justice and penalty paid… your sin got the death penalty.

Back to our Louise de Waal story… Imagine that her dad had a son and 
sent his son to serve the jail sentence in place of Johannes Steyn? And the 
innocent son steps into the jail cell and the wicked Johannes steps out, 
free. And then Louise’s Father adopts Johannes into his family! It sounds 
ridiculous, but that is essentially what God does for us when we acknowl-
edge that we’re a sinner and put our faith in Christ.

As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions 
from us. - Psalm 103:12.

“When we confess our sins, God casts them into the deepest ocean, gone 
forever. . . . I believe God then places a sign out there that says No Fishing 
Allowed.” - Corrie ten Boom (Holocaust survivor)

How then should we live?
• Receive His forgiveness
• Celebrate His forgiveness
• Live in His forgiveness

‘Blessed are those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are cov-
ered. Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord will never count against them.’ 
- Romans 4:7,8 (quoting Psalm 32:1,2).

TALK
IT OVER

SUMMARY
OF SUNDAY’S MESSAGE

Has someone ever done something to you that you really struggled to 
forgive? Or is there a situation in your life right now where you are finding 
it difficult to forgive? 
 
We all have stories of pain that others have caused us... Spouses being 
cheated on or abandoned, business dealings that went sour, stories of 
abuse (verbal abuse, physical abuse, sexual abuse). Some of it may have 
been inadvertent - people didn’t realise they had caused us pain - while 
other pain inflicted was very deliberate.

Is it possible to live completely healed and whole from the pain of the 
past? In Christ – an emphatic YES. In this two-part series, we look at one 
aspect of living completely healed and whole: the power of forgiveness.

In part one, we look at the power of forgiveness to us (from God), and 
in part two, we look at forgiveness through us (to others). We will never 
properly do the second if we don’t understand the first!

Three verses about forgiveness
‘Blessed are those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are cov-
ered. Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord will never count against them.’ 
- Romans 4:7, 8 (quoting Psalm 32:1, 2).

All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name. - Acts 10:43.

In him we have … the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of 
God’s grace that he lavished on us. - Ephesians 1:7, 8.

The forgiveness of our sin from Christ to us is no small thing. Let’s remind 
ourselves today about what a big deal sin is to God!

1. God is completely holy and just.
Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrongdoing. - 
Habakkuk 1:13.

God is not like an austere headmaster waiting for someone to do some-
thing wrong. When the Bible speaks of His Holiness, it references the 
otherness of God. He is majestic, and absolutely pure - so pure and holy, 
and no sin can come close to Him whatsoever.

2. Sin = pervasive, poisonous and penalised
Pervasive: Throughout all of mankind, including us. ... for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God. - Romans 3:23. 
Poisonous: like a cancer destroying our souls in a spiritual sense.
Penalised by God: ...the wages of sin is death. - Romans 6:23. It’s not 
something that happens to us. We pick sin, rebellion against God. But your 
iniquities have separated you from your God. - Isaiah 59:2.

Sin against Him is treason against the High King of heaven, rebellion 
against His rule and love. It is rejecting the light and choosing darkness. 
God repeatedly uses metaphors of an adulterous spouse to describe our 
sin against Him. God hates sin. It is like a cancer consuming His beautiful 
creation. 

WHY can’t He just do away with it? 
In 2011 Johannes Steyn abducted Louise de Waal (16 years old) while she 


